FOREWORD 


Murder is the ultimate crime in our society, and 
our law enforcement officers face the danger of becoming a 
murder victim each day as they perform their sworn duties of 
protecting the lives and property of our Nation's citizens. 
When a police officer is killed while attempting to uphold 
the law, our attention becomes sharply focused on the constant 
hazards inherent in the law enforcement profession. These 
men and women who have chosen to dedicate themselves to 
serving our society deserve our support and unwavering deter- 
mination toward finding ways to diminish these tragic 
occurrences. 


For the past 9 years, this report has been published 
with the purpose of contributing to the law enforcement 
.community's ongoing efforts at combatting fatal attacks on 
members of its ranks. By studying past incidents, it is hoped 
that law enforcement personnel will be alerted to the types 
of circumstances which resulted in the deaths of their fellow 
officers and be better prepared to deal with such life- — 
threatening occurrences when confronted with them. 


Since the lives of our officers are continually 
jeopardized, it is of the utmost importance that they be 
afforded well-planned, comprehensive training and the most | 
effective and up-to-date equipment available. The information 
contained in this publication is intended’ to aid in formulating 
new and better training programs and in developing more 
effective equipment. Also, the criminal justice community 
and legislators may find this study useful in their endeavors 
to combat crime, and the general public may become more aware 
of the dangers with which the police officer must contend 
while protecting our society from violence and disorder. 
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METHODOLOGY 


Statistics relative to felonious, 
line-of-duty killings of duly sworn Federal, 
state, and local law enforcement officers having 
full arrest powers are presented in this 
publication. Accidental deaths or murders which 
occurred when the victim officer was not acting 
in an official capacity are excluded from the 
compilations. 


Two sources are utilized ‘to obtain 
the data contained in this report. Nearly 
15,000 local law enforcement agencies contribute 
monthly to the Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) 
Program and supply preliminary statistics 
concerning law enforcement officers killed. 
Additionally, FBI field divisions and legal 
attache offices report any such incidents 
occurring in the Nation, its territories, or 
in other countries where a United States law 
enforcement officer was slain in the line of 
duty while assigned abroad. The thoroughness 
and validity of the data are ensured through 
this twofold reporting procedure. 


After the initial notification of an 
officer's death, further inquiries are made 
of the victim's employing agency in order to 
obtain specific details of the circumstances 
surrounding the incident. The FBI's Identifi- 
cation Division provides pertinent criminal 
history data on known offenders identified 
in connection with the killings. 


For the first time, statistics relative 
to a 10-year period (1971-1980) are presented - 
in tabular and graphical form, Also, for the 
years 1969-1978, data on the disposition of 
persons identified in the killing of law 
enforcement officers are shown. 


COMMENTS 


In 1980, 104 law enforcement officers 
were killed feloniously in the line of duty. 
This figure.represents only a slight decrease 
from the 1979 experience of 106 slain officers. 
These officers served the law enforcement ; 
community in .32 states, the District of Columbia, 
Puerto Rico, and the U. S. Virgin Islands. 


; During the 10-year period, 1971-1980, 
1,147 officers were slain in the line of duty. 
A comparison of totals for these prior years 
shows 1973 recorded the highest number of 
deaths--134. The years 1977 and 1978, with 93 
killings each, registered the lowest count 
for the l0-year period. : 


Circumstances Surrounding Deaths 


Although the yearly totals for 1979 
and 1980 varied only slightly, the circumstances 
surrounding: the officers' deaths showed 
substantial deviations in some categories. 

As in 1979, responding to and investigating 
robbery and burglary offenses and attempting 
arrests for these and all other crimes resulted 
in the deaths of more officers (48) than any 
other police activity during 1980. Forty-seven 
officers were killed while performing these 
duties in 1979. However, for the 2-year period, 
a significant rise was seen in the number of 


‘unassisted, when killed. 


officers slain while investigating suspicious 
persons and circumstances~-17 in 1980 versus 

9 in 1979. Conversely, the number of officers 
killed upon responding to disturbance calls 
(family quarrels, man-with-gun calls, bar 
fights, etc.) dropped from 17 in 1979 to 12 in 
1980--a 29=percent decrease. 


An examination of the slayings 
resulting from other circumstances showed that 
in 1980 17 officers were slain while enforcing . 
traffic laws, 7 were ambushed, 2 were killed 
by mentally deranged individuals, and 1 was 
slain while transporting a prisoner. 


Types of Assignment 


; Seventy-three of. the officers. slain 
in 1980 were on patrol duty--69 were assigned 
to vehicles and 4 were on foot patrol. These 
grim statistics substantiate the past 
experience that officers assigned to patrol are 
consistently the most frequent target of the 
police assailant. Perhaps without the same 
regularity, law enforcement officers assigned 
to other duties are also faced with equally 
perilous situations--21 officers in 1980 were 
detectives or on special assignments at the 
time of their murders. Ten officers, in the 
highest tradition of law enforcement, were off 


“duty but taking appropriate police action 


in response to a criminal action when slain. 
For the 10-year period, 1971-1980, 11 percent 
(129) of the 1,147 officers slain were off 
duty at the time they were killed. 


Of ‘the 94 officers who were on duty 
when. slain during 1980, 49 were alone and 
During the period 
1971-1980, 38 percent (438) of the on-duty 
officers killed were alone at the time they 
were attacked. ‘ 


Assailants 


At the time of this printing, 95 of 
the 104 felonious slayings of officers in 
1980 had been cleared by arrest or exceptional 
means. Of the 162 persons identified in 
connection with these killings, 16 were 
justifiably killed (4 by victim officers) 
and 1 assailant committed suicide subsequent 
to his attack on an officer. Males accounted 
for 93 percent of all assailants, 57 percent 
of the offenders were white, and 62 percent 
were from 18 to 30 years of age. For the 
period 1971-1980, 1,626 individuals have been 
identified in connection with the 1,147 police . 
killings. Ninety-six percent of these 


“offenders were male, 51 percent were white, 


and 63 percent were from 18 to 30 years of age. 


As in past years, the majority of the 
assailants in 1980 were not first-offenders. 
Seventy-three percent of the 162 offenders had 
prior criminal arrests, and of those, 65 percent 
had been arrested for a violent.crime. Sixty- 
eight percent of the 118 assailants with prior 
criminal arrests had previous convictions for 
criminal charges and 35 percent of the 118 
offenders were on parole or probation at the 
time of the killing. ; 


Nineteen victim officers were 
acquainted with their assailants prior to the 
incidents resulting in their deaths. 


For the years 1969~1978, the most 
recent 10-year period for which complete 
disposition data are available, 1,569 known 

' persons were involved in the killings of 1,123 
law enforcement officers. Of these known 
offenders, 1,309 were arrested and charged with 
the killings of the officers. The available 
court disposition data regarding the offenders 
found guilty of the officers' murders disclosed 
that 114 were. sentenced to death, 440 were 
sentenced to life imprisonment, and 266 ; 
received prison terms ranging from 1 to 2,001 
years. Four offenders received probation, and 
1 offender's sentence was suspended. Indeter- 
minate sentences were levied on 16 offenders 
who were found guilty. 


Weapons 


Firearms were. once again the most 
frequent weapons employed by police killers. 
Ninety-five of the 104 victim officers succumbed 
to gunshot wounds in 1980. More specifically, 
69 officers received fatal wounds from handguns, 
13 from rifles, and another 13 from shotguns. 
Thirteen of these 95 officers were murdered 
with their own service weapons. Of the 9 
officers not slain with firearms, 6 were killed 
by vehicles and 3 died’ from fatal wounds 
inflicted by a knife or cutting instrument. 

For the period 1971-1980, 94 percent of the 
1,147 victim officers were slain with firearms. 
Of the firearms utilized, 73 percent were 
handguns, 14 percent were rifles, and 12 percent 
were shotguns. ® 


Forty-four of the officers who met 
their demise in 1980 attempted to use 
their service firearms while in contact with 
their assailants, and 27 of these officers 
discharged their service weapons while © 
attempting to protect themselves. 


In 1980, 67 percent of all handguns 
wielded by assailants in the fatal attacks 
were of two typés-~.38 caliber and »357 magnum. 
Although these two weapon. sizes dominated all 
others, it must be noted that 9 different 
varieties of handguns were employed. 


Gunshot: wounds to the upper torso 
resulted in 58 officers' deaths, representing 
61 percent of all police slayings by firearms 
in 1980. Thirty-three officers were fatally 
wounded in the head, and 4 officers died from 
gunshot wounds bélow the waist. * 


Sixty-three percent of the 95 
officers killed by firearms in 1980 were shot 
from a distance of 5 feet or less. In the 


last 5 years,.over half of the officers slain 
with firearms were within 5 feet of their 
assailants, and 71 percent were shot from a 
distance of 10 feet or less. 


In 1980, the first year such data 
were collected, 14.of the. 104 slain officers 
were killed while wearing protective vests. 
Half of these officers were shot in the head, 5 
received fatal gunshot wounds to areasjof the 
upper torso not covered by the vests, 1 officer 
was shot in the back which penetrated his vest, 
and the remaining. officer was struck by a 
vehicle during a roadblock situation. 


Places 


Forty-five of the slayings in 1980 
occurred in the South, the most populous area 
in the Nation. The Northeastern States recorded 
23 of the fatalities, the North Central States: 
reported 15, and the Western States 14. 

Puerto Rico lost 6 officers, while the 

U. S. Virgin Islands recorded 1 line-of-duty 
slaying. Of the 1,147 killings for the period 
1971-1980, 524 or 46 percent of the murders 
occurred in the Southern. States; 225. or 

20. percent in ‘the North Central States; 189 or 
16 percent in the Western States; 165 or 14 
percent in the Northeastern States; and 44 or 
4 percent in other U. S. related territories 
and abroad. c 


Times 


A review of data pertaining to the 
time of day, day of week, or month during which. 
police officers have been killed shows 
that an officer must continually be on guard 
to ensure his own welfare. Only one hour of 
day in 1980 was free from having a reported 
fatal incident; however, as in past years, 
the hours of darkness appeared to be more 
treacherous. While the hours from 6 p.m. 
to 6 a.m. recorded 69 officers' deaths, the 
most dangerous single-hour time period was 
from 11 p.m. to midnight with 10 slayings. 

For the period 1971-1980, this hour also showed 
the greatest number of killings (91) while 

the hour recording the lowest was -7 -a.m.. to 

8 a.m. with 14. ae 


As in. i979, Thursday, with 25 of the 
104 murders, was the most hazardous day of the 
week in 1980. For the 10-year period, 
Thursday was also-the- day of. the -week-on which-- 
more officers were slain. Although the volume 
varied somewhat from day to day, only a small 
span was seen between Tuesday with the lowest 
percentage of killings (12 percent) and 
Thursday with the highest (16 percent). 


The fall and winter months of 1980 
proved. to be the most dangerous. Fifty-eight 
percent of the fatalities occurred during 
these two seasons. By month, December 
recorded the most murders with 16, and March 
showed the least with only 1. The statistics 
for the last 10 years followed the same monthly 
pattern with December registering the highest . 
number of deaths--115 and March the lowest--71. 


~LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED 
by Region 
1979 and 1980 


4) Northeast 
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TOTAL, all Regions 3 sventn 
(1979:106 5 7 
1980: 104 volstress 


Puerto Rico 
U.S. Virgin Islands 
Guam 


| ~ 1980 7 
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED 
REGION, DIVISION, STATE, AGENCY 


REGION 
_ DIVISION 
STATE 


New England 


Connecticut 
Bridgeport 


: Massachusetts 
Chelsea 
Milford 


Middle Atlantic 


New Jersey 
Newark 
Port Authority of’ 

New York and 
New Jersey 


New York 
New York City 
New York City 
Housing Authority 
New York City 
Transit 
State Police 


Pennsylvania — 
Apollo 
Erie 
Philadelphia 
Saxonburg 
State Police 


LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED 
REGION, DIVISION, STATE, AGENCY -- Continued 


NORTH CENTRAL 


_East North Central 


Illinois 
North Chicago 
Rockford 


Indiana 
Hammond 
Henry County 
Indianapolis 

La Porte County 


Michigan 
Burton 


Ohio 
Oak Hill 


- West North Central 


lowa 
Pella 


Kansas 
Wichita 


Minnesota 
Winona County 


Missouri 

. Kansas City 
Reeds Spring 

St. Louis 


Nebraska 
State Patrol | 


_ LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED 
REGION, DIVISION, STATE, AGENCY -- Continued 


South Atlantic 


District of Columbia 
Washington 


Florida 
Broward County 
Daytona Beach 
Escambia County 
Hendry County 


North Miami 
Pensacola 
St. Petersburg 


Georgia 
Atlanta 
Decatur 


DeKalb County 
Fulton County 
Meigs 
Swainsboro 
Terrell County 
Whigham 


Maryland 
Prince Georges 
County 


North Carolina 
Raleigh 
Wildlife Resources 


LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED © 
_REGION, DIVISION, STATE, AGENCY -- Continued 


REGION 
DIVISION 
STATE 
AGENCY 


Virginia 
Stafford County 


East South Central 


Alabama 
Birmingham 
Chickasaw 
University of 

‘Livingston 


Kentucky 
Jefferson County 
Perry County 

State Police 


- Mississippi 
Indianola 


Rankin County 


‘Tennessee 
Hendersonville 


West South Central 


Arkansas 
Little Rock 
Game and Fish 
Commission 

State Police 


Louisiana 
New. Orleans 
St. Mary Parish 


é Oklahoma 
Shawnee 


-LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED | 
REGION, DIVISION, STATE, AGENCY - - Condnued: 


Texas 
Amarillo 
Decatur 
Department of 
Public Safety 
Galena Park 
Hedwig Village 
Hemphill County 
Houston 
Live Oak 


Terrell 


WEST 


Mountain 


Colorado 
Colorado Springs 
U. S. Secret 

Service, Denver 


New Mexico 
Albuquerque 

Santa Fe County 

State Police 


Pacific 


California 

' Garden Grove 

Highway Patrol 

Oxnard . 

Pinole 

Riverside County | 

San Fernando 

U. S. Secret 
Service, 
Los Angeles 


— LAW EN FORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED 
REGION, DIVISION, STATE, AGENCY -- Continued | 


Oregon 
State Police 


Washington 
Hoquiam 


_|PUERTO RICO 


S. 
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TOTAL, all Regions 


1971-1975] 640 KILLED = ss South 1.23 
1976-1980 EB 507 KILLED - | am 
Puerto Rico 
U.S. Virgin islands 
Guam 


Foreign 


LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED 
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TOTAL | 
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| | 1980 | 
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED 
TYPE AND SIZE OF FIREARM 


Handgun size 


. 22 Caliber 
.25 Caliber 
. 32 Caliber 
9 Millimeter 
. 357 Magnum 
. 380 Caliber 
. 38 Caliber 
. 44 Magnum 
. 45 Caliber 
Caliber Not Reported 


Rifle size 


. 22 Caliber 

. 223 Caliber 

7 Millimeter 

. 30-06 Caliber 

. 30-30 Caliber 

_ | .303 Caliber 
-, 308 Caliber 

. 444 Magnum 


Shotgun size 


20 Gauge 
12 Gauge 


*Included in appropriate 
category. 


—_ 


OFM ON ON A 


oo 


Go = DO 


i ee et et OO 


_ LOCATION of FATAL FIREARMS WOUNDS 
a Number of Victim olicers 3 
| 980 


os ‘Head: 33 


XN 
Total: 95 an 


LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED BY FIREARMS 
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*The hour of day in which one officer was killed is not known. 


LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED 


BY DAY OF WEEK 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED 
BY MONTH | 


LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED 
Circumstances at Scene of Incident 
1979 and 1980 
Responding to disturbance _ —— ? 17 


calls (family quarrels, 
man with a gun, etc.) = 12 


Burglaries in progress or . 7 
pursuing burglary suspects 8 


Robberies in progress or . y 2. 19 
pursuing robbery suspects 22 


Attempting other arrests : , - 121 
(excludes burglary and 
robbery arrests) 18 


Civil disorders (mass__- 
_ disobedience, riot, etc.) 


Handling, transporting, 
custody of prisoners 


investigating suspicious 9 
persons or circumstances . 17 


Ambush (entrapment and 8 
premeditation) 2 


Ambush (unprovoked attack) 


]4 1979 [__| 106 KILLED 
2 | 1980 [77] 104 KILLED 


15 


Mentally deranged 


Traffic pursuits and stops 


17 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED 
CIRCUMSTANCES BY TYPE OF ASSIGNMENT 


—- TYPE OF ASSIGNMENT ek 


| t-OFFICER VEHICLE FOOT PATROL 


_ CIRCUMSTANCES AT SCENE 
OF INCIDENT . 
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DISTURBANCE CALLS (FAMILY 
QUARRELS, MAN WITH GUN) 
BURGLARIES IN PROGRESS OR 

- PURSUING BURGLARY SUSPECTS 


ROBBERIES IN PROGRESS OR 
PURSUING ROBBERY SUSPECTS 


a 
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ATTEMPTING OTHER ARRESTS — 


CIVIL DISORDERS (MASS 
DISOBEDIENCE, RIOT, ETC) 


HANDLING, TRANSPORTING, 
CUSTODY OF PRISONERS 


INVESTIGATING SUSPICIOUS __ 
PERSONS AND CIRCUMSTANCES 


AMBUSH(ENTRAPMENT AND 
PREMEDITATION) 
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AMBUSH (UNPROVOKED ATTACK) 


MENTALLY DERANGED 


__| TRAFFIC PURSUITS AND STOPS 


| 1971 - 1980 | 
LAW EN FORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED 
CIRCUMSTANCES BY TYPE.OF ASSIGNMENT 


_ CIRCUMSTANCES AT SCENE 
OF INCIDENT 
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ATTEMPTING OTHER ARRESTS 


CIVIL DISORDERS (MASS 
DISOBEDIENCE, RIOT, ETC) 


HANDLING, TRANSPORTING, 
CUSTODY OF PRISONERS 


INVESTIGATING SUSPICIOUS 
PERSONS AND CIRCUMSTANCES | 


AMBUSH (ENTRAPMENT AND 
PREMEDITATION, 


AMBUSH (UNPROVOKED ATTACK) 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED 


Circumstances at Scene of Incident 
1971-1980 
Responding to disturbance | 1106 
calls (family quarrels, 
man with gun, etc.) 81 
Burglaries in progress or 140° as 
pursuing burglary suspects | ; 


Robberies in progress or : . 129 
pursuing robbery suspects 82 


Attempting other arrests | : 130 
excludes arrests for 
urglaries and Robberies) 


Civil Disorders (mass 
disobedience, riot, etc.) 


Handling, transporting, 28 


custody of prisoners 22 
investigating suspicious 48 
persons or circumstances : 54 
Ambush (entrapment 25 | 1971-1975(__ 640 KILLED 
and premeditation) | 30 
: rot 1976-1980 [9 507 KILLED | 
__}|28 
Ambush (unprovoked attack) 7 1971-1980 TOTAL KILLED 
1,147 
- Handling mentally is _{17 
deranged persons 13 


Traffic pursuits and stops 


| | 1980: | 
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED | 
POPULATION GROUP wil TYPE OF ASSIGNMENT 
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OVER 10 YEARS OF SERVICE | 
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| 1980 | 3 | 
PROFILE OF PERSONS IDENTIFIED IN THE 
KILLING OF LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 
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1971 - 1980 | | 
PROFILE OF PERSONS IDENTIFIED IN THE 
KILLING OF LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 
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*Data available only for 1980. 


CONVICTED ON CRIMINAL CHARGES - GRANTED LENIENCY a 
‘ON PAROLE OR PROBATION AT TIME OF KILLING | ggg 7 
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SUMMARIES OF INCIDENTS - 1980 
JANUARY: . 


Colorado 


A 39-year-old United States Secret 
Service Special Agent in the agency's Denver 
Office was killed by a.mentally deranged male on 
the afternoon of January 14, ‘The 31-year-old 
male, who was under psychiatric treatment, 
walked into the reception area of the office 
and spoke incoherently to two agents. After 
running a background check, which indicated 
the male may be armed, the Denver Police 
Department was called for assistance. While 
the officers were questioning the man, the 
victim agent entered the reception area on 
his way out of the office. As the agent 
approached, the subject jumped up and 
produced a .45-caliber handgun which had been 
concealed under his coat. Before the agent 
could move close enough to disarm the male, 
he was fatally shot, suffering wounds to the 
chest and shoulder. During the ensuing 
exchange of gunfire, the assailant was also 
killed. The murdered agent had 14 years of law 
enforcement experience. 


Indiana 


On January 9, a detective sergeant 
with the Henry County Sheriff's Department 
was shot and killed while attempting to execute 
a narcotics search warrant. During the ; 
evening hours, several law enforcement officers 
approached a residence to serve the warrant. 
After knocking, identifying themselves, and 
receiving no answer, the officers forced open 
the rear door and entered. Suddenly a 
19-year-old male allegedly commenced firing a 
+-22-caliber semiautomatic rifle within 12 feet 
of the officers. A deputy was seriously 
wounded in the chest, and the 40-year-old 
detective sergeant, who had over 6 years of law 
enforcement service, suffered fatal wounds. 
The suspect was subsequently taken into custody. 


New York 


- During. the evening -hours- of - 
January 28, a 12-year veteran officer with the 
New York.City Police Department was killed 

after stopping a vehicle suspected of being 
used in connection with a number of neighbor- 
hood robberies. The victim officer had stopped 
the vehicle and was approaching the driver's 
side when he was fired upon and wounded with - 

a .38-caliber handgun. Before ‘slumping to the 
ground, however, the officer was able to return 
fire, wounding his assailant. According to 
witnesses, the car's injured driver then backed 
his vehicle over the officer, lodging him on 

the undercarriage of the vehicle, and 
subsequently traveled at a high rate of speed 
for approximately 7 blocks, dragging the officer 
When the vehicle mounted the sidewalk and 

struck a traffic pole, the mutilated body of 

the officer was dislodged. Traveling further 


on the sidewalk, the vehicle finally came to 

a halt when it collided into a parked car. 

The driver alighted from the vehicle and 
crossed the street to a private residence, where 
he reportedly gained access by crashing 

through the front window. There the 21-year-old 


‘suspect allegedjy held the elderly occupant 


as hostage. Officers responding to the scene 
engaged the suspect in conversation, after 

which he threw his weapon out the window and 
surrendered. He was charged with the officer's 
murder. mae , 


Ohio 


After stopping the driver of a 
vehicle for a traffic violation at approximatel 
8:00 p.m. on January 15, a 27-year-old : 
patrolman with. the Oak Hill Police Department 
was slain. Upon requesting a driver's 
license check on the violator, the officer 
was’ advised to detain the male, as he was 


- wanted for parole violation. Minutes later, . 


after hearing shots and a car speeding away, 
a private citizen found the victim officer 
lying outside his patrol unit and used the 
cruiser's radio to report the shooting. The 
patrolman, who had over 3 years of law 
enforcement service, was pronounced dead at 
the scene, having been shot in the chest once 
with a .22-caliber handgun. Approximately an 
hour later at a roadblock, a 3l-year-old 

Male was arrested and charged with the officer's 
murder; the officer's service weapon was 
reportedly found in the suspect's vehicle. 


Pennsy).vania 


A 30-year-old officer with the 
Philadelphia Police Department was slain after 
responding to a man-with-gun call. The 
officer was. the first to arrive at a residence 
where a maJe had barricaded himself after 
allegedly forcing his family from the dwelling 
and then firing at them when they went into 
the street. When he was approximately 300 yards» 
away from the house, the officer was. shot. in 
the head with a .303-caliber rifle aimed from 
a second story window. A 34-year-old suspect 
surrendered to police approximately 2 hours 
later following negotiation with: the 
Philadelphia Police Department hostage 
negotiation team. The murdered officer had 8° 
years of law enforcement service. 


In the early morning hours of 
January 3,-the body -of-a-21—year-old.-patrolman- 
with the Apollo Borough Police Department, was 
found lying face down on the road near his 
police cruiser. It is believed the victim 
officer, who had 3 years of law enforcement 
service, observed. the driver of a car speed 
through a red Jight at the same intersection 
several times, apparently in an attempt to 
provoke the patrolman. After pursuing and. . 
stopping the vehicle, the officer apparently 
approached and came abreast to the driver's 
door. . There a 2l-year-old male allegedly 
produced a .38-caliber handgun and shot the 
officer twice in the chest and abdomen. 
Although mortally wounded, the officer. managed 
to fire his .357-magnum service weapon six 
times, hitting the fleeing auto with three of 
the shots, The officer made his way back to 
the police car where he called for assistance, 
but he died of his wounds minutes later. The 
death of the officer was believed to be the 
culmination of a 5-day crime spree by two 
2l1~year-olds and a juvenile, during which a 
total of four persons were murdered. 


Tennessee 


On Taiuaey 19, a 28-year-old sergeant 
with the Hendersonville Police Department was 
killed after having set up a roadblock in an , 
effort to stop a reckless motorcycle driver 
who was fleeing from pursuing officers. In 
response to the officers' call for assistance, 
the sergeant, who had 6 years of law enforcement 
experience, established the roadblock to stop 
all oncoming traffic. According to witnesses, 
the sergeant attempted to flag down the 
speeding motorcyclist, who was passing other 
vehicles stopped at the roadblock. The sergeant 
drew his .38-caliber service weapon and stepped 
to the side of the road; however, the driver 
allegedly accelerated the motorcycle and 
headed for the officer. The sergeant was 
hit, thrown approximately 85 feet, and killed 
instantly. The 17-year-old male motorcyclist, 
who was slightly injured during the incident, 
was apprehended at the scene. 


Texas 


A 25-year-old patrolman with the 
City of Live Oak Police Department was killed 
on January 17. during a high-speed chase of a 
car containing two males. The officer 
radioed his position and a description of the 
fleeing vehicle whose driver had allegedly 
committed a traffic violation. While assisting 
officers were en route to his location, the 
victim reported that shots were being fired 
at him, and then made no further broadcasts. 
Within minutes, responding officers came upon 
an accident involving the victim's vehicle ~ 
and an 18-wheel tractor trailer, both of which 
had burst into flames; the officer's body 
was found near his. demolished patrol car. 
Witnesses at the scene confirmed that shots 
had been fired at the victim from the suspect 
auto. During the last of approximately 35 
rounds that were fired at the victim from 
-38-caliber and 9-millimeter handguns, he 
apparently lost control of his vehicle and 
collided with the oncoming truck. Two males, 
who were brothers, subsequently surrendered to 
officers of the Texas Department of Public 
Safety and were charged with the officer's 
death. “Réeportédly, the suspects, aged” 24 and 
27, had not stopped for the officer because 
illegal drugs were in their car. The victim 
patrolman had nearly 2 years of law enforcement 
service. 


FEBRUARY 
Arkansas 


On February 7, a wildlife area 
Manager with the-Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commission was executed after being taken 
hostage during a robbery. The 37-year-old 
officer with over 4 years of law enforcement 
experience had stopped to purchase gasoline for 
his marked Commission truck. Leaving his 
handgun: in the vehicle, he was servicing the 
truck when a male summoned him into a nearby 
store. Unaware an armed robbery was in , 
progress, the weaponless officer entered the 
store, and along with the owner, was taken - 
captive. Apparently they were forced into 
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the robber's car, and the officer was directed 
to drive to an isolated wooded area near Sims. 
The two were then ordered to exit the auto. 
and lie on the ground, where the victim was 
shot in the head at close range with a 
»38-caliber handgun. The proprietor attempted 
to flee but was also critically wounded and 
left for dead. Later the same day, the- 

Hot Springs Police Department apprehended the 
39-year-old alleged killer. 


District of Columbia 


A 29-year-old patrolman with the 


“Washington, D. C., Metropolitan Police 


Department was shot and killed on February 11, 
while attempting an arrest. The patrolman and. 
his partner were working a stakeout when they 
observed a narcotics buy and attempted to 
arrest a 27-year-old male. On approaching 

the male, the victim officer, who was wearing 
a protective vest, was fired upon with a- 
.«38-caliber handgun and felled by a:shot to the 
abdomen. As he lay on the ground, the victim 
officer .was then shot twice in the head. The 
assailant escaped, but was killed 4 days later’ 


‘during a shootout with Metropolitan police. 


The murdered patrolman had 5 years of law 
enforcement service. 


Georgia 


: While off duty but in uniform and 
working as a security guard in a local super- 
market, a 30-year-o]d patrolman with the 
Atlanta Bureau of Police Services was shot 
and killed trying to thwart a robbery. On the 
evening of February 16, the officer, who had 
nearly 7 years of law enforcement experience, 
was in the store when two males entered. One 
of the two put a 12-gauge shotgun to the 
officer's chest and announced a robbery. When, 
in response, the officer pushed the shotgun 
in the air, the male brought it down, fired, 
and wounded ‘the officer in the arm. /Réturning 
fire, the officer shot twice with his service - 
weapon but missed the assailant. At this 
time, the second male fired a .38-caliber 
handgun, fatally wounding ‘the officer in the 
chest. Both subjects fled the scene after 
successfully robbing the store and have not 
been apprehended. 


Maryland 
On February 2,.a 22-year-old 


Prince Georges County Police Department 


officer was slain while attempting to arrest 
a male he believed. to possess illegal drugs. 


' The off-duty victim was working as a security 


guard at a local liquor store when he. observed 
one of the store's customers displaying what 
appeared to be marijuana. Upon following 

the male from the store, the officer called for 
a backup unit on his portable police radio ; 
and then confronted the male, who ran from the 
scene. Apparently, when the officer caught 
the suspect, a struggle ensued during which 
the victim was disarmed and shot twice in the 
head with his own .380-caliber handgun, A 
27-year-old suspect was arrested and charged 
with the officer's murder. The victim officer, 
who had 1 year of law enforcement service, was 
dead on arrival at a local hospital. 


New York 


On February 12, an officer with the 

New York City Police Department was shot and 
killed after stopping to question six males. 
The victim officer, who had 7 years of law 
enforcement experience, and his partner were 
in plainclothes when they parked their vehicle 
and walked toward the group which was gathered 
on the street. As the officers approached the 
_ group, one of the. males walked away from the 
others and was followed by the 33~year-old 
officer to the back ofa building. Shortly 
thereafter, the officer's partner heard 
approximately 10 shots. He found the victim 
lying face down on the ground and holding his 
service weapon which contained five spent 
rounds. The officer, who had received a fatal 
wound to the chest inflicted by a .38<caliber 
handgun, was transported to a local hospita] 
where he was pronounced dead. A 21-year-old 
suspect, who was on parole at the time of the 
incident, was later found at a hospital being 
treated for wounds allegedly received during 
‘his encounter with the victim. He was charged 
with the officer's murder. 


At about 10:00 p.m. on February 24, 
a New York City Transit Police Department 
officer was shot twice and killed with his 
own service weapon... Assigned to foot patrol 
duties in one of the city's subway stations, 
the 34-year-old victim encountered a male 
attempting to enter the subway system without 
paying the fare. Reportedly, a*struggle ensued 
when the officer tried to eject the man from 
the station. During the scuffle, the. subject 
apparently employed a karate kick, knocking the 
officer to the ground. As the officer fell, 
the 27-year-old male allegedly obtained both 
the officer's baton and .38+caliber service 
weapon, shooting him at close range in the face. 
The officer was then shot once more in the back. 
Fleeing, the suspect reportedly fired the 
victim's weapon. randomly as he exited to the 
street. Witnesses who observed a man with a 
gun pointed him out to responding officers, 
who apprehended him. The service weapon and 
baton of the victim, who had 9 years of law 
enforcement experience, were recovered. . 
Subsequent investigation determined™the suspect 
had a history of mental problems. , 


An off-duty officer with the 
New York City Transit Police Department in 
Brooklyn was shot to death in the early morning 
hours of February 29. Among patrons in a-bar 
and grill when two male customers announced 
a holdup, the: 42-year-old victim, in civilian 
clothes, became the target of gunfire after 7 
identifying himself as a police officer in an 
attempt to thwart the robbery. The 12-year 
veteran was shot in the shoulder and back with 
a .38-caliber weapon from a distance of about 
6 feet. However, before he died at the 
scene, he was able to shoot. both offenders with 
his .38-caliber service weapon. One 26~year-old 
male, armed with a .38-caliber handgun, was 
wounded in the head, neck, and arm and died at 
a local hospital about an hour after the 
incident. The second male, who was allegedly 
‘armed with a knife, was shot in the chest but 
escaped. A 24-year-old male, believed. to be 


attempted to seize. the weapon. 


the second suspect, was. apprehended at a 
hospital where he appeared for treatment of a 
gunshot wound. : 


North Carolina | 


After apprehending a female for 
driving under the influence, a 33-year-old, 
12-year veteran officer with the Raleigh Police 
Department was slain on the evening of : 
February 2. In response to a police radio 
broadcast requesting a lookout for a pickup 
truck apparently being operated by an 
intoxicated person, the victim officer stopped 
the vehicle being driven by the female, who 
was accompanied by three other persons. After 
failing an on-site sobriety test, the driver 
was arrested and placed in the rear seat of the 
patrol unit, and the officer entered the front 
of the car. While both were seated inside, 
the 29-year-old female produced a .38-caliber 
handgun from underneath a bulky knit sweater 
and shot the victim once in the back of the 
head. She was apprehended at the scene and 
was later charged with the officer's murder. 


MARCH 
Florida 


A 48-year-old, 13-year veteran deputy 
with the Broward County Sheriff's Department | 
was visiting at a Ft. Lauderdale tire store 
on the evening of March 15. A male reportedly 
entered the establishment and offered to sell 
a shotgun to anyone interested. Upon receiving © 
a negative response, the male left the store 
and was followed by the officer to a nearby 
auto occupied by the suspect and three other 
men. The deputy apparently asked the suspect 
for identification, and when he had none, 
asked him to exit the car. While the Suspect’ 
was being questioned, another man allegedly 
left the vehicle and approached the deputy 
from behind with a .32-caliber handgun. 

Turning toward the advancing man, the deputy 
; During. the 

ensuing struggle, the officer was shot four 
times in the upper body. Two suspects, aged 
21 and 19, have. been arrested and charged in 


~ connection with the officer's murder. 


Investigation indicates that one of the men 
in the vehicle was attempting to sell stolen 
weapons when interrupted by the deputy. 


APRIL 
Alabama 


7 A 26-year-old officer with the 
Chickasaw Police Department was slain during 
the early morning hours of April 8 by a 
motorist he had stopped for driving while 
intoxicated. Investigation indicates that, 
while the officer was in the process of issuing 
a citation, the motorist removed a 12-gauge 
shotgun from his vehicle and fired a fatal blast 
to the officer's head from a distance of 4 to 
5 feet. . After the officer had fallen to the 
ground, the suspect reportedly shot the officer 
a second time by placing the shotgun against the 
murdered officer's side. The officer had 2 


years of law enforcement experience. The 
45-year-old suspect was taken into custody. 


Colorado 


A 27-year-old patrolman with the 
Colorado Springs Police Department was shot 
and killed on April 12 after responding to a 
disturbance call. The patrolman was stopped 
by a convenience store clerk and asked to remove 
a man from the establishment. After a brief 
conversation, the officer and the male left 
the store; as the officer approached his 
vehicle, the male allegedly produced a 
.38-ca)iber handgun and shot the patrolman 
five times. The officer was able to fire 
three times, striking the suspect once, and the 
47-year-old male was arrested at the scene. 
Although wearing a protective vest, the 
patrolman died of a wound to the heart. The » 
fatal shot entered the officer's body under 
his left arm and between the panels of the vest. 
The victim patrolman had over 2 years of Jaw 
enforcement service. 


Georgia 


The Chief of Police of Whigham was 
shot and killed by a traffic violator on 
April 5. After observing a pickup truck 
speeding through town, he followed the vehicle 
to a residence where both the truck's driver 
andthe officer exited their vehicles. As 
the 50-year-old chief approached the male 
driver, he was shot once in the stomach with 
a 12-gauge shotgun; a civilian, who had 
accompanied the chief, was also wounded at | 
the scene. The next day a 30-year-old male 

. was arrested and charged in connection with 
the murder of the ll-year law enforcement 
“veteran, 


Just before midnight on April 28, a 
patrolman alone on duty with the Meigs Police 
Department radioed his intentions of stopping 
a vehicle. A short time later he was found 
fatally injured with a gunshot wound to the 
head. Reportedly, the 25-year-old patrolman 
had located and. stopped a vehicle occupied by 
two persons, one of whom was suspected to have 
been involved in destroying private property. 
However, as the officer communicated with the 
dispatcher, the suspect's vehicle left the stop 
site. Pursued by the officer, the vehicie 
containing the suspect and his companion again 
pulled over. The patrolman was apparently 
effecting the arrests of the two men when one, 
a 19-year-old male, allegedly fired a .444- 
magnum rifle from a distance of less than 
20 feet at the officer. Based on the license 
number and other information previously 
furnished by the murdered officer, two 
males were subsequently arrested. The patrolman 
had less than 1 year of law enforcement service. 


Iowa 


A 25-year-old Pella Police Department 
undercover patrolman was slain on April 9 
while working with the Knoxville Police 
Department. Reportedly, the patrolman had 
purchased marijuana from a male in front of a 
Knoxville residence and had identified himself 
as a police officer when the male fled into . 
the dwelling and slammed the door. Without 
notifying for backup officers, the. 5-year 


30, 


' to leave the store. 


veteran officer forced his way into the 
residence where he was allegedly confronted 
by the fleeing suspect's 17-year-old brother 
and was shot once in the chest at point-blank 
range with a 20-gauge shotgun. The victim 
officer, before dying, was able to contact 
backup officers who arrested the two brothers 
at the scene. 


Kentucky 


On April 3, a 20-year-old Jefferson 
County Police Department patrolman was slain 
after responding to a disturbance call ata 
food market. Upon arrival at the establishment 
in separate patrol vehicles, the victim 
and another officer apparently confronted two 
suspects, a male and a female, and asked them 
Once outside, the male 
suspect reportedly became violent and started 
to struggle with the officers. While the 
officers were attempting to subdue. the suspect, 
the female allegedly obtained a .357-magnum 
handgun from the suspects' nearby vehicle and 
fired three shots from close range. One hit 
the victim patrolman in the back and resulted 
in his death 2 hours later. Both suspects, a 
16-year-old female and a 23-year-old male, 
were arrested at the scene. 


New Mexico 


The felonious shooting death of a 
senior patrolman with the New Mexico State 
Police occurred*on the afternoon of Apri] 17. 
The 31-year-old officer had stopped a motorist 
for a traffic violation on a secluded stretch 
of state road. After exiting his patrol] car, » 
the officer was held at gunpoint by the 
60-year-old male driver. A short time Jater, 

a passing vehicle was flagged down by the 
patrolman. As its occupant approached the pair, 
the suspect allegedly shot the victim in the 

chest from a distance of 1] to 20 feet with a 
-22-caliber handgun.” A passerby used ‘the patrol 
unit's radio to call for assistance, and ; 
responding officers arrested the alleged gunman 

at the scene. The victim, who had more than 
9 years of law enforcement service, died at a- 
hospital soon after the shooting. 


New York 


While participating in the attempted 
apprehension of four robbery suspects on 
April 10, a New York City Police Department 
officer was fatally wounded. He and his 
partner were in their parked patrol vehicle 
when two men reported they and several other: 
patrons of a nearby private social club were 
victims of an armed robbery. They pointed out 
the suspects' car, which they had been following, 


and the officers.maneuvered their vehicle to the 


rear of the auto. However; upon seeing the 
police car, the driver of the suspect vehicle 
accelerated, and a high-speed chase ensued. 

The suspects eventually abandoned their auto 

on a dead end street and fled on foot, pursued 
by the officers. While the victim followed 
three of the subjects into a church complex, 

his partner chased the remaining male in 

another direction. Hearing gunfire, the partner 
immediately gave up his pursuit, and while 


returning to the church, called for assistance 
on his portable radio. The 36-year-old victim 
officer was found lying on the parking lot with 
injuries to his right shoulder, abdomen, and 
right lower chest. Two males, aged 23 and 50, 
were taken into custody at the scene. Investi-~ 
gating officers recovered four firearms, ‘ 
including a .357-magnum handgun believed to be 
‘the weapon used against the victim officer. 
Further investigation led to the identity of 
two other suspects, aged 26 and 38, who 

‘were apprehended within a week after the 
shooting. The officer, a 5-year veteran, died 
2 weeks later from the wounds he sustained. in 
the incident. 


Pennsylvania 


A 38-year-old trooper with the 
Pennsylvania State Police was killed ata 
roadblock in the early morning hours of 
April 17. The 9-year veteran trooper and a 
second officer were establishing the roadblock 
to stop a burglary suspect who was driving a 
stolen auto and was being chased by other police, 
when the suspect's vehicle rammed their patrol 
unit on the right side. The victim trooper, 
who was sitting on the passenger side of the 
cruiser, was trapped in the unit and could not 
be removed for 2:-hours. He was pronounced — 

. dead at a local. hospital later that morning. 
‘The 23-year-old male burglary suspect, who 
made no attempt to avoid hitting the police 
vehicle, was charged and convicted of criminal - 
homicide and sentenced to life imprisonment. 


Puerto Rico 


On the afternoon of April 5, a 
patrolman with the Police of Puerto Rico 
was slain during the pursuit of armed robbery 
suspects. During the chase, the officer radioed 
information concerning the vehicle and his 
location. In the midst of the pursuit, the 
subjects blocked the street with their vehicle, 
causing the officer to stop his patrol unit 
behind their car. When the officer stopped, a 
male exited the suspect. vehicle,: ran toward the 
police unit, and allegedly fired several shots 
at the officer with a .357-magnum handgun, 
wounding him-in the face and abdomen. ‘The 
28-year-old officer with 5 years of law 
enforcement service succumbed to his wounds 
.en route to the hospital. A 20-year-old suspect 
was apprehended near the scene of the shooting. 


Texas 


On the morning of April 3, a City of 
Decatur patrolman was struck and killed by four 
shots fired from a .22-caliber semiautomatic 
rifle. “Acting on a broadcast that a burglary 
involving the theft of firearms had occurred 
and the suspect was believed to be in the 
Decatur area, the 25-year veteran patrolman 
located and stopped a car resembling the one 
which had been described on the radio. As he 
approached the vehicle, the 17-year-old male 
driver allegedly confronted him with a rifle. 
Not having the opportunity to utilize his 
service weapon, the 45-year-old victim put his 
hands in the air, but was shot in the head | 
and neck. Law enforcement officers later 


apprehended a suspect and recovered 
murder weapon. 


Washington 


Following a high-speed chase of. a 
vehicle containing two males, a 37-year-old 
patrolman with the Hoquiam Police Department 
was slain on April 16. The 8-year veteran 
officer apparently attempted to stop the 
vehicle for a traffic violation and a chase 
-ensued, During the pursuit, the fleeing driver 
lost. control of his vehicle and stalled at a 
four-way intersection. As the victim patrolman 
pulled to a stop behind the suspect's car, one 
‘of the males approached the officer, who was 
still seated in his unit, and shot him through 
the open driver's window with a .38-caliber 
handgun. Although mortally wounded in the 
chest and abdomen, the patrolman was able to 
return gunfire and radio for assistance before 
collapsing. A short time later, Aberdeen police 
officers located the suspect vehicle and-after 
a short chase the vehicle was stopped and the 
officer's assailant again exited the vehicle 
and engaged the pursuing officers in. a gun 
battle. This time the 51-year-old male was 
fatally wounded by a shot in the head from a 
1l2-gauge shotgun. The second suspect was taken 
into custody. It was later determined that, 
unknown to the victim patrolman, the two 
males in the vehicle were wanted in connection 
with a bank robbery which occurred a few days 
earlier in Kirkland, Washington. 


the 


MAY 
Arkansas 


A 23-year-old detective with the 
Little Rock Police Department was shot and 
killed on May 14 while investigating suspicious 
persons. In. the early morning hours, the 
plainclothes officer, who had 2 years of law 
‘enforcement service, stopped his unmarked patrol 
unit to check out two male subjects ina parked 
vehicle at a closed service station. After 
radioing the vehicle's description and license. 
number to headquarters, the officer apparently: — 
confronted the males, who allegedly fired three 
shots with a .357-magnum handgun’ striking the~ 
officer in the leg and abdomen. The officer 
was able to radio that he had been shot and was 
subsequently found unconscious at the scene. , 
He was transported to a local hospital where 
he later died. Two suspects, aged 15 and 16, ° 
were arrested the following day at a roadblock 
in the State of Oklahoma. They were charged 
with the officer's murder and for an armed _ 
robbery and attempted murder that occurred a 
short time. prior to the officer's shooting. 


California 


A 33-year-old Pinole Police : 
Department patrolman was slain on May 3 while 
attempting to apprehend a murder suspect. The 
10-year veteran and other officers were 
conducting a surveillance when they observed 

the suspect leaving the area. An ensuing 

chase culminated with the cornering of the : 
suspect in a nearby backyard where he reportedly 
‘barricaded himself in heavy undergrowth. For 
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approximately 20 minutes the victim and other 
officers attempted to persuade the suspect to 
relinquish his weapon, a sawed-off 7-millimeter 
rifle. Refusing to svfrrender, the 30-year-old 
male allegedly fired one shot from the weapon 
which struck the victim officer in the throat, 
killing him instantly. The suspect disappeared 
into the undergrowth but was apprehended 
several hours later by a Contra Costa County 
Sheriff's Department SWAT team. 


A 39-year-old deputy with the 
Riverside County Sheriff's Department was 
killed in a gun battle with fleeing bank 
robbery suspects. On the afternoon of May 9, 
five heavily armed: and masked males robbed a 
‘bank in Norco. Upon departing the bank,’ the 
subjects exchanged gunfire with law enforcement 
officers at the scene, resulting in the death 
of a 17-year-old subject. Since their stolen 
getaway vehicle was disabled, the other four 
robbers commandeered another vehicle and 
continued their escape pursued by law — 
enforcement officers. Eventually the subjects 
entered an area of extremely rocky terrain and 
dense brush consisting of sharp, twisting turns 
and narrow roadways. As the officers rounded 
a sharp turn, the. four subjects, who had exited 
their vehicle, began firing upon the officers. 
Leading the pursuit into this area, the victim 
officer, who had over 4 years of law. enforcement 
service, exited his vehicle, took a cover 
position, and returned fire. In the midst of 
the gun battle, the officer received a fatal 
head wound inflicted by a..223-caliber 
semiautomatic rifle from a distance of more 
than 30 yards. Eight other officers were 
wounded. Hours later, three suspects, aged 29, 
27, and 26, were apprehended. On the following 
day, search was resumed for the remaining 
21-year-old subject who was located in a wooded 
area. After refusing to surrender, he was 


killed during an exchange of gunfire with police. - 


Florida 


A 42-year-old deputy with the 
Escambia County Sheriff's Office died on May 3 
from wounds he received on April 29 during an 
attempted arrest. A 20-year-old male, armed 
with a_.38-caliber handgun taped to his hand; 
entered a Pensacola realty office and took 
three hostages with the: intention of using 
them as protection while robbing a nearby bank. 
Two other employees of the realty company were 
‘able to telephone the police, and the victim 
and other officers responded to the scene. 
Wearing protective vests, two officers, one of 
them the victim, entered the office and were 
immediately fired upon. The victim deputy was 
felled by a shot to the head fired from a 
distance of less than 5 feet. In the midst of 
the gunfire, a realty office employee jumped 
the suspect and was also wounded. The suspect 
was.taken into custody at the scene after 
having been wounded by a second officer. A 
veteran of nearly 9 years, the victim deputy 
lived 5 days before succumbing to his wound. - 


Illinois 


On the evening of May 4, a patrolman 


-with the North Chicago Police Department was 


slain while investigating a suspicious person. 
A number of robberies and an attempted murder 
had occurred in the area during the day and the 
description of the suspect was the same in each 
instance. The 23-year-old victim officer, 
while on patrol, drove his vehicle into a 
business parking lot where the last two 
robberies. had taken place. Reportedly, a male 
fitting the robber's description approached 

the officer's vehicle, fired a .357~-magnum 
handgun at point-blank range through the car's 
window, and then fled. Although wearing a 
protective vest, the victim officer, with 1 
year of law enforcement service, was fatally 
.wounded by six shots to the head and upper arm. 
Later the same evening, an officer with the 
Waukegan Police Department stopped a vehicle 

in which he observed a passenger matching the 
suspect's description. Upon exiting the 
stopped vehicle, the passenger fled and was 
pursued by a second Waukegan officer who 
responded to the scene. Trapped by a fence that 
prevented escape, the 21-year-old male opened 
fire and wounded the pursuing officer, who 

was able to return fire and fatally shoot the 
suspect. 


Michigan 


Ambushed outside a department store 
where he was investigating a burglary in 
progress, a Burton Police Department patrolman 
with 2 years. of law enforcement experience was 
shot and killed. In the early morning hours 


of May 8, the 26-year-old victim and another 


officer responded in separate cars to a silent 
alarm at the business. Approaching the entrance, 
they observed the front door glass broken out 
and a masked. male inside. Reportedly, as the 
subject inside the store complied with the 
officers' order to lie on the floor, a second 
male hidden outside about 50 yards away fired 
upon the two with a .30-06 rifle. One officer 
sustained a shoulder wound, and the victim, 

who was wearing a protective. vest, was shot in 


_.the back. The bullet penetrated the back of the. 


vest, passed through his chest, and lodged in ~ 
the front of the garment. Subsequent investi- 
gation led to the arrests of two males, aged 

31 and 20, 4 days later. 


Mississippi — : - 

A 4-year veteran corporal with the 
Indianola Police Department was stabbed to death 
on May 21. The 40-year-old corporal responded 
to a disturbance call at a local school when 
he was reportedly attacked and stabbed in the 
neck by a male wielding a folding-type hunting 
knife. The 32-year-old suspect, a former 
mental patient, then allegedly seized the dead 
officer's service weapon and shot a responding 
officer in the hand. The suspect was captured 


at the scene after being shot and wounded by a 
third officer. ; 


Missouri 


A 37-year-old, 14-year veteran 
officer with the Kansas City Police Department 
was killed in a gun battle with a robbery 
suspect during the early morning hours of 
May 25. The officer, while on patrol, stopped 
at a service station, and noticing the absence 
of the night manager, became suspicious and 
started to check the area. He reportedly 
encountered an individual who had locked the 
Manager in a restroom and was about to flee. 
Investigation indicates the officer and robber 
exchanged. gunfire in which the officer, although 
wearing a protective vest, was fatally wounded 
from a bullet entering his body on the right 
side under his arm. The subject, a convicted 
felon, also died at the scene from a wound in | 
the upper chest. : : , 


Oregon 


On the evening of May 22, a sergeant 
with the Astoria Office of the Oregon State 
Police was slain in a wooded rural area near his 
home while searching for a male he suspected 
of growing marijuana there. Having previously 
observed the male in the vicinity of his 
residence, the officer rode his personally 
owned motorcycle to look for the man, and 
shortly after his departure, was found lying 
in the road. The 23-year veteran had been 
shot once in the chest with a .30-30 rifle 
from less than 50 feét away and twice in- 
the head at closer range with a .22-caliber 
rifle. His motorcycle had been stolen. Six 
days later a 23-year-old male was arrested in. 
connection with the 49-year-old state trooper's 
murder. : 


JUNE 
Alabama 


‘On.June 21, an 8-year veteran 
patrolman with the University of Livingston 
Police Department was shot and killed: while 
working a roadblock established in an, attempt 
to apprehend robbery suspects. After he had 
‘Yadioed headquarters that he was stopping a 
vehicle. and then made no- further: communication, 
a responding fellow officer found the 42-year- 
old victim's body on a highway near his vehicle. 
The officer had been shot three times in the 
neck and abdomen with a .38-caliber handgun. 
Later the game day, two suspects, a 31-year-old 
male and: an-18-year-old female, were apprehended. 
The two had allegedly fled the murder scene, 
commandeered a pickup truck, and then wrecked 
the vehicle when they attempted to evade a- 
second roadblock. , 


California 


While conducting a surveillance on 
June 4, a Special Agent with the United States 
Secret Service was shot and killed. The 
26-year-old agent with more than 3 years of 
law enforcement service and her partner were 
in their parked official vehicle in the area 
of a Los Angeles airport when they were 
approached by two males. Each of the males 


went to a different side of the vehicle. As 


« 


the male on the driver's side of the vehicle 
Opened the door and pointed a handgun at her 
partner's head, the victim agent exited the car 
with her service weapon drawn and confronted 
the subject on her side of the automobile, 

She was subsequently disarmed and fatally 
wounded in the back and chest with a 12-gauge 
shotgun the subject had taken from the agents’ 
car. Upon hearing the shotgun blasts, the 
victim's partner grasped the gun, which was 
still being aimed at him, and a struggle ensued. 
While the partner was struggling with one ; 
subject, he was also fired upon by the victim's 
assailant. Although stunned by the shotgun's 
blast, the partner was not seriously injured. 
Both suspects escaped and are still at large. 
Investigation indicates the subjects were 
attempting to rob the officers and the incident 
was not related to the surveillance. 


While attempting an arrest on June 7, 
a 27-year-old officer with the Garden Grove _ 
Police Department was slain. The victim and - 
three other officers had entered a local bar 
after identifying a vehicle in its parking lot 
as one being used by a fugitive wanted on 
narcotics, assault, and traffic warrants. 
Inside, the officers encountered the suspect 
and were escorting him from the establishment 
when the male allegedly jerked free, produced a 
+22~caliber semiautomatic handgun, and began 
firing. During the shooting, the victim 
officer received fatal wounds to the chest and 
two other officers and two customers were 
injured. Although the assailant fled the scene 
immediately after the incident, the 32-year-old 
male suspect was arrested approximately 2 hours 
later. The victim officer had 6 years of law 
enforcement experience. 


Georgia 


: On June.12, the Chief of Police of 
Swainsboro was shot and killed after responding 
to a man-with-gun call from a local nightclub. 
When the chief and several other officers 
arrived at the establishment, it was determined 
that the male had left for his residence, and 
the officers. proceeded to the dwelling, arriving 
before the man. Upon his arrival, the male 
suspect jumped-from his truck-and--ran into -the- 
woods nearby. Instructing his officers to 
spread out around the entrance, the chief and 
officers waited for the suspect to come out 

of the wooded area. After a time, the 25-year- 
old suspect exited the area near the chief who 
then called for the subject to surrender. 
Reportedly, the: suspect walked over to the 

chief who began searching him when suddenly the 
male knocked the chief to the ground and a 
scuffle ensued. During the struggle, the 
chief's service weapon fell out of the holster. 
The male then allegedly kicked the chief's 
weapon away and shot the chief twice with a 
-32-caliber handgun, inflicting. wounds to the 
left side and arm. Again the subject fled, but 
through the use of dogs, was apprehended early 
the next morning. The 33-year-old chief of _ 
police with 7 years of law enforcement experience 
subsequently died during surgery. ; 


x A 25-year-old patrolman with the 
DeKalb County Police Department was shot and 
killed on June 28 when responding to a burglary- 
in-progress call. Neighbors reported seeing 
a male with a flashlight in a residence whose 
occupants were.out of town at the time. Two 
uniformed officers, each in his own patrol 
vehicle, were dispatched to the scene. Both 
arrived at approximately the same time, and 
upon exiting their vehicles, one covered the 
front of the house while the victim officer, 
who had less than 2 years of law enforcement 
experience, went to the rear. As the officer 
covering the front walked to the side of the 
house, he heard the victim patrolman shout 
"halt" several times and observed the victim 
chasing a male. Upon crossing the street and 
reaching the two, who at this time were 
struggling on the ground, the second officer 
tried to assist the victim in restraining the 
Male. During the struggle, the assisting 
officer's .357-magnum service weapon was taken 
by the subject who allegedly fired six shots at 
the officers wounding both. One shot is believed 
to have been fired into the face of the victim . 
officer as he lay on the ground. ‘The subject 
then fled in one of the police vehicles. , 
Reportedly, after the suspect wrecked the stolen 
police unit and failed to escape in a second 
vehicle he attempted to commandeer, a third 
police cruiser arrived and the suspect attempted 
to shoot that officer. As other officers arrived, 
the 3l-year-old suspect, who had a prior mental 
illness history, was arrested. Upon investi- 
it was discovered the residence of the 
reported burglary belonged to the suspect's 
parents. : 


On June 30, a 29-year-old deputy with 
the Perry County Sheriff's Department was shot 
and killed while attempting an arrest. The 
deputy and his partner were on patrol when they 
encountered several males’ reportedly creating 
a disturbance on a highway bridge. When. one 
of the niales became abusive, he was placed under 
arrest, and as the officers were attempting to. 
place him in their patrol vehicle, a’*second - 
male allegedly left to summon assistance for the. 
suspect. After the sécond male léft;° the” 
victim's partner went to. the other side of the 
patrol unit to obtain a rifle and was returning 
to assist the victim when a truck arrived on 
the scene. Without warning, the partner was 
shot in the stomach... He was able to return 
fire and wound the suspect in the truck, but 
was subsequently struck from behind, knocked 
to the ground, disarmed of his service handgun, 
and wounded in the head with this weapon. 
Simultaneously, the victim deputy was 
overpowered, beaten, and his .357-magnum service 
handgun taken. He too was shot in the head, 
but his wounds, inflicted at point-blank range, 
resulted in his death. Five males, aged 51, 23, 
22, 21, and 18, were arrested and charged in 
connection with the incident. The victim deputy 
had served: law enforcement for 4 years. 


Louisiana 


On the evening of June 4; an 
Intelligence Agent with the St. Mary Parish 
Sheriff's Department was slain while attempting 
to execute a search warrant. The 9-year veteran 
agent and several other officers went to a 
Morgan City apartment to serve the warrant and 
search for illegal drugs. ‘Upon arrival, the 
officers positioned themselves at the front 
and rear of the ground-floor residence, with the 
victim officer, who was wearing a protective 
vest, being stationed by the front door. After 


. knocking several times at the door, ‘the victim 


finally received a response and identified 
himself. Hearing the security bolt being 
réleased from the door, he assumed a defensive 
position in front of it. However, as the door 
swung open, the subject fired shots from a 
-44-magnum handgun. One shot struck the victim 
agent in the face and another hit the door frame 
causing minor injuries to another officer. A 
deputy, who assumed the position where the 
victim had been standing, requested that the 
assailant give himself up. Although the 
33~year-old male called out that he had put 
down his gun and was coming out, officers next 
to the front window of the apartment observed 
the man, still pointing the .44-magnum handgun, 
start to walk toward the door. Viewing this, 
the officers fired, fatally wounding the subject 
who. was pronounced dead at the scene. The 
33-year-old victim agent was dead on arrival 

at a local hospital. ; 


Missouri 


A 29-year-old officer with the’ 
St. Louis Metropolitan Police Department was 


‘shot and killed while on an undercover 


assignment on June 19. The 8-year veteran was 
acting as a male decoy for an antiprostitution 


operation and had been involved in -several 


arrests on the night of his death. With a 
backup team nearby but out of view, he had 
parked his. unmarked vehicle and was. seated 
inside when he was allegedly approached by 

two armed males who demanded money. Apparently, 
the officer attempted to reach for the firearm 
he carried in a leg holster but was shot 

once with a handgun before Hé was able to fire™ 
his own weapon. Upon hearing the gunfire, the 
nearby officers responded and found the officer 
slumped in his car, dead from a wound to the 
heart. Investigation revealed the officer's 
assailants escaped the scene in a getaway car . 
operated by accomplices and that his weapon 

and. wallet were taken. Four male suspects, two 
aged 27, one 25, and one 30, were subsequently 
arrested and charged. in connection with the - 
incident. ; 


New Mexico 


A 36-year-old deputy with the 
Santa Fe County Sheriff's Office was slain 
when responding to a domestic disturbance call 
at a local mobile home park in the early 
evening of June 7. Upon arrival at the scene, 


the subject's wife approached the deputy 
stating that her husband had a gun and was 
threatening to kill her or any police who might 
The deputy advised the wife to leave 


arrive. 


the area and was apparently moving his vehicle 
away from the trailer when the subject shot 
once at the officer with a .308-caliber rifle. 
After exiting his vehicle, the deputy assumed 
a barricaded position behind the driver's door 
at which time the subject fired again striking 
the patrol vehicle. The bullet fragmented and 
struck the deputy in the upper left chest, 
severing his aorta... A second fragment also 
struck the same general area and lodged. in his 
lung. Subsequently, the 20-year-old subject 
committed suicide with the same weapon he 

used to kill the 9-year veteran deputy. 


New York 


While on patrol in a subway station 
on June 19, a 15-year veteran officer with 
the New York City Transit Police Department was 
Slain. According to witnesses, the 41-year-old 
officer was taking the male subject up the 
stairs of the subway system when the two began 
struggling. During the struggle, the subject 
allegedly obtained the officer's. .38-caliber 
service handgun and fatally shot him in the 
head. A 22-year-old male was subsequently 
apprehended and charged with the officer's 
murder, . 


Puerto Rico 


A 31-year-old officer with the 
Police of Puerto Rico was slain on June 27 
while investigating suspicious persons. The 
officer, who was on motor scooter patrol, 
stopped a vehicle containing four males. As 
the males. exited their car, all allegedly began 
firing .38-calibér handguns fatally wounding 
the victim in the front upper torso. Although 
a second officer was near the scene and fired 
on the suspects, they were able to escape with 
the officer's service weapon. Three Males, two 
aged 21 and one 22, were subsequently arrested; 
the fourth is still at large. The victim 
officer had nearly 4 years of law. enforcement 
experience, 


Texas 


In an unprovoked attack on June 5, 
a.patrol officer.with the City-of. Terrell... ; 
Police Department was shot and killed with his 
Own service weapon. The 28-year-old officer 
with 4 years of law enforcement service 
approacheti a group of people thered outside 
a housing complex and addressed them in a 
relaxed manner. Suddenly, a male rushed the 
officer and slammed him against a brick wall 
where the officer struck his: head and was 
stunned by the blow. The assailant allegedly 
then tore the officer's -357-magnum handgun 
from the holster and executed the officer. Six 
rounds were fired, one of which entered the 
officer's left ear, severing his spinal column 
and killing him instantly. A: 22-year-old 
suspect later surrendered to law enforcement 
authorities. 


‘handgun. 


' Chelsea Police Department was slain. 


JULY © 


Georgia 


In the predawn hours of July 19, 
a 34-year-old sergeant with the Atlanta 
Bureau of Police Services was fatally wounded 
after stopping a vehicle occupied by two males. 
The plainclothes detective, who was driving 
an unmarked patrol car, had apparently observed 
the men creating a disturbance at a gas station 
and followed them after they left the scene.: 
Signaling with his blue light and siren, the 
officer stopped the car, obtained the ‘ 
identification of the driver and started back 
to his patrol unit. As he did so, a male 
passenger exited from the suspect auto and 
allegedly shot the sergeant with a .22-caliber 
Reportedly, the victim ran across the 
street but was pursued and shot again by the 
subject. The assailant and his companion 
fled the scene, while a passing citizen used 
the patrol vehicle's radio to summon help. A 
short time later two males, aged 20 and 22, 
were arrested and charged with murder, 


‘aggravated assault, armed robbery, and motor 


vehicle theft. Investigation indicates the 
suspects. had kidnaped, robbed, and shot a 
couple earlier the same day, and were operating 
the couple's automobile when stopped by the 
victim officer. The 10-year veteran officer 
died in surgery about an hour after the 
incident. 


Massachusetts 


During an altercation with several 


occupants of two cars involved in-a traffic 


violation, a 37-year-old sergeant with the 
Shortly 
after 11:00 p.m. on July 19, the sergeant 

and his partner were en route to a disturbance 
call when they encountered two vehicles 
traveling the wrong way on a one-way street, 
They pursued and stopped-both cars.” While ‘the - 
officers questioned the male and female 
occupants of the vehicles, a scuffle ensued, and 
during which the officers became separated, 

One 20-year-old male obtained the sergeant's 
-38-caliber service weapon and shot him twice 

in -the-back.-.-Meanwhile, his~partner managed to 
struggle to an upright position and observed the 
assailant again pointing the firearm at the 
victim. During an exchange of gunfire between 
the two, the assailant was killed and the partner 
slightly wounded. The sergeant, a 9-year ; 
veteran, died during surgery on July 20 about. 

1 1/2 hours after the incident occurred. 


New York 


An off-duty New York City Police 
Department detective was slain on July 14 
while attempting to thwart an armed robbery. 
The 38-year-old detective was a patron ina 
Queens social club when several males entered 
and announced a robbery, Reportedly, the males 
began to take valuables from the customers and 
the manager of the establishment was being. beaten 
when the detective identified himself as a 
police officer and an exchange of gunfire 
ensued. The 12-year veteran officer was shot 
four times at close range with a .38-caliber 
handgun and suffered fatal wounds to the head, 
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chest, and abdomen. Two males, aged 24 and 27, 
were subsequently arrested and charged in 


‘connection with the incident. 


Pennsylvania 


On July 16, a 9-year veteran officer 
with the Philadelphia Police Department was 
slain upon responding to a man-with~gun call. 
The 33-year-old. officer, who was the first 
to arrive at the scene of the reported 
disturbance, was shot in the chest with a 
-32-caliber handgun and a 12-gauge shotgun. 

Law enforcement officers arrested a 29-year-old 
male shortly after the shooting. Investigation 
determined this suspect was on parole for 
murder. A second male suspect, aged 25, was 
arrested approximately 3 weeks later. 


Texas 


A 52-year-old captain with the 
Hemphill County Sheriff's Department was slain 
on July 12. The captain, who had 4 years of 
law enforcement experience, was in the Sheriff's 
office when the alarm at a local pharmacy was 
activated. He immediately left to investigate 
and moments later reported by radio that he 
had been shot. Suffering from three shotgun 
wounds to the chest and upper body, he was 
found in his patrol vehicle. Investigation 
indicates shots were fired through the 
pharmacy's window into the patrol unit's 
windshield as the officer was approaching: the 
store in his vehicle. A 27-year-old male was 
arrested and charged with the captain's murder. 


While working as a security officer 
on July 16, an off-duty Galena Park Police 
Department patrolman was shot and killed. 
Apparently, the patrolman, who was -in uniform 
working at a new housing development, confronted 
a male in the early morning hours. After the 
officer asked for identification, a struggle 
ensued during which the suspect allegedly 
obtained the 34-year-old officer's .357-magnum 
service handgun. The patrolman was shot three 
times, suffering fatal wounds to the front upper 
torso. Before he expired, the victim was able 
to return fire with a backup weapon he carried 
and..wound..the.suspect,..aged.38... The victim 
patrolman had over 2 years of law enforcement 


‘service. 
AUGUST 
Florida 


The Sheriff of Hendry County was. 


_knifed to death on August 17, after he left his 


home to investigate gunshots he heard being 
fired in a nearby alley. Sometime after 
midnight, the 59-year-old sheriff apparently 
heard the shots and left his residence, taking 
his service weapon. When he failed to return, 


“his wife called the Sheriff's Office and the 


responding officer found the 20-year veteran 
in the yard of his dwelling. He had been 
stabbed in the upper left side of the body and 
was dead at the scene. Two males, aged 15 and 
18, were arrested the following day. 


, 


A 30-year-old undercover narcotics 
detective with the St. Petersburg Police 
Department was shot to death during a narcotics 
transaction on August 18. Reportedly, a 
narcotics deal had been arranged between the 
slain officer and a suspected narcotics dealer, 
and it was agreed that the drug transfer would 
take place at a motel parking lot. At the 
predetermined location, the suspected drug 
dealer and another suspect met with the officers. 
After the victim officer's partner left the 
area to verify the drugs to be purchased, the 
second suspect allegedly fired three shots from 
a .38-caliber handgun at the undercover officer 
who was still seated in his vehicle. The 
7-year veteran was. struck by two of the shots 
and died shortly thereafter. The suspects took 
the money to be used in the transaction and 
both fled the scene. One of the suspects was. 
apprehended several hours later, and it was 
determined that the murder and theft had been 
planned several days earlier; however, it-is 
believed the suspects did not know that they 
were dealing with undercover police officers. 


Nebraska 


While attempting to apprehend a 
subject fleeing to avoid arrest, a trooper with’ 
the Nebraska State Patrol was killed when struck 
by the suspect's vehicle. On August 24, a 15~ 
year-old male, driving his parents' car, 
reportedly obtained gas for the vehicle and 
left without paying. Alerted of the incident 
by employees at the gas station, officers 
‘pursued and stopped the juvenile. However, when 
officers determined he had no drivers license, 
the male, allegedly reaching for something under 
the front seat, managed to speed away. A chase 
resumed and the victim trooper, who had almost 
2 years of law enforcement service, became 
involved in setting up a roadblock which. the 
subject attempted to elude. Reportedly, he 
struck. the 24-year-old trooper and his patrol 
car, killing the victim instantly. Fleeing 
the scene, the driver continued weaving across 
all lanes of traffic on a busy highway before 
pulling off the road and abandoning the.car. 

The young male suspect was arrested about a 
mile from the scene. A loaded .357-magnum 


handgun. was.recovered from the. front..seat.of........ 


the abandoned auto. 


New York 

An off-duty police officer with the 
New York City Police Department was slain while 
attempting to thwart the theft of his 
neighbor's car. Apparently the officer was 


awakened shortly after 3:00 a.m. on August 14 


by someone tampering with a vehicle. Taking 

his identification and service weapon, the 
43-year-old officer instructed his wife to 

call for assistance while he went outside to 
investigate. As he approached the auto, he 
identified himself as a police officer to the 
three males allegedly breaking into it. The 
17-year veteran was immediately fired upon’ 

from about 4 feet away with a .32-caliber 
handgun. Although mortally wounded in the chest, 


the victim fired all the rounds in his service 
weapon at the fleeing suspects, striking one. 
Officers assisting at the local hospital where 
the victim was pronounced dead on arrival 


observed two males, aged 20 and 21, bringing a 

third, aged 18, into the hospital for treatment. 

When they saw the officers, the two males 

allegedly released their companion and ran from 

the hospital. The three suspects were chased 

and apprehended in the vicinity of the hospital. 
* ? 


Oklahoma 


In an attempt to stop a speeding 
vehicle, a 22-year-old patrolman with the 
Shawnee Police Department was burned to death. 
During the early morning hours of August 16, 
the officer, with 1 year of law enforcement 
service, advised the police dispatcher that 
he was in pursuit of a vehicle traveling at 
approximately 90 miles an hour. After advising 
the dispatcher of the make and color of the 
vehicle, the officer started to give the tag 
number but his transmission was interrupted. 
Moments later another officer came upon the 
scene and found the victim officer's patrol 
cruiser wrecked and on fire. It had left the 
roadway and rolled over, its crushed top 
preventing the second officer from removing the 
victim officer from the. vehicle. An 18-year-old 
subject was arrested the following day in . ( 
connection with the incident. Investigation 
indicates the suspect slowed his vehicle and 
maneuvered it in such a way as to cause impact 
with the officer's unit and force it from the 
roadway at a point that it would go into a 
ravine. 


SEPTEMBER 
Arkansas 


A 21-year veteran sergeant with the 
Arkansas State Police was fatally shot as he 
approached the driver of a vehicle stopped 
after a high-speed chase. ‘The 43-year-old - 
officer was on traffic control assignment on 
September 5 when he clocked a car on radar going 
over 100 miles per hour. Although he pursued 
the vehicle, he could not overtake it and - 
requested a roadblock. 
to leave the freeway, another police car biocked 
his way. The sergeant, arriving at the scene 
within seconds, approached the detained auto 
when. a 21-year-old male exited it and allegedly 
shot. the victim inthe chest at close range-with 
a .32~caliber weapon. Other officers at the 
location immediately returned fire, striking 
the man once. He fled the scene but was 
apprehended less than a mile away. Subsequent 
investigation revealed the arrestee had 
escaped from prison and the vehicle involved 
was listed as stolen. 


California 


While on duty working traffic detail 
at about dusk on September 7, a 49-year-old - 
California Highway Patrol officer was shot and 
killed in a rural area of northern California. 
Investigation disclosed the officer parked his 
patrol vehicle behind a car stopped at a locked 
gate adjacent to a fenced field. It is believed 
the officer intended to issue a citation and 
was unaware that the car's driver had been 
drinking, was angrily demanding of a witness 
that he be permitted to speak to his former 
employer, and was armed with a .38-caliber 


.- 


‘when discovered by a 


When the driver attempted 


handgun. -As the officer cleared the door of 
his unit, the subject reportedly pointed the 
gun at him, causing the officer to bring at 
least one arm up with his palms visible, while 
telling the male not to shoot. At a distance 
of 10 feet, the subject allegedly fired four 
shots, hitting the officer twice in the chest, 
once in the side, and once in the back. The 
witness fled the scene and the assailant left 
in his vehicle after taking the officer's 
weapon. The 18-year veteran officer was dead 
second witness who had 
first witness. Approxi- 
mately an hour later and 60 miles from the 
scene, a 34-year-old male suspect was 
apprehended, reportedly in possession of both 
weapons. He was charged with capital murder. 


been summoned by the 


‘Plorida 


Upon his arrival at a residence in 
response to a family disturbance call on 
September 12, an officer with the Pensacola : 
Police Department was gunned down. The 39~-year~ 
old officer was approaching the front door of 
the home when he was fired upon through the 
closed screen door. Although wearing a 
protective vest, he was shot in the face at 
close range with a 12-gauge shotgun and fell 
on the porch where he was shot again.’ Asa 
second officer arrived, he observed a male 
running toward him with a shotgun. Although . 
ordered to halt, the 19-year-old male allegedly 
fired at him inflicting minor wounds to the leg 
and wrist. The officer returned fire, wounded 
the subject in the head, and arrested him. The 
victim, who had over l-year of law enforcement : 
service, was dead on arrival at a local hospital. 


Tt was later determined that the arrestee had had 


an argument concerning the family dog with his 
father, who was found dead in. the backyard of 
the residence. He had been shot in the back 
at close range with a 12-gauge shotgun. 


Indiana 
in an attempt 
stolen 


Assisting other officers 
to stop and arrest the driver of a 
ambulance, a patrolman with the La Porte County 
Sheriff's Department died when ‘his car was 
rammed by the stolen vehicle. On the morning 


’ of September 21,°the ambulance, with the motor” 


running and the flashers operating, was idling 
in a hospital driveway. Apparently, a 
38~year-old male walked up to the unoccupied 
vehicle, got in, and drove away. Officers, 
alerted to watch for the vehicle, observed 

it traveling erratically ata high rate of speed 
on a four-lane highway. Pursued by at least 
nine marked patrol units, the subject reportedly 
forced cars off the road and tried to hit the 
patrol units flanking him as he eluded any 
attempts to stop him. The 30~year-old victim 
officer, driving a marked car with lights and 
siren operating, approached the subject head-on. 
However, when he realized the ambulance was not 
going to halt, the patrolman swerved off the 
road to the right. Instead of avoiding a 
collision with the police car, the subject 
allegedly made a sharp left turn, intentionally 
striking it. Upon impact the ambulance rolled 
over the top of the cruiser, and. the victim, 

who had 3 years of law enforcement experience, 
was killed by injuries to his head and upper 
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torso. The male, who received minor injuries, 
allegedly refused to exit the ambulance after 
the crash and wads arrested after a struggle 
with officers who forcibly removed him. 


Minnesota 


A 22-year veteran deputy with 
the Winona County Sheriff's Department was 
killed on September 7. The 54-year-old deputy 
and two other deputies were attempting to 
rescue a 15-month-old child who was being held 
in a house trailer by his father who had ‘ 
barricaded the door and refused to surrender 
the child. The deputies eventually forced open 
the door, and as they entered, the victim 
deputy observed that the suspect had a gun. 
Just after warning the other deputies, the 
officer was shot in the heart by a bullet from 
a .22-caliber semiautomatic rifle. The 
34-year-old alleged assailant, who had ; 
apparently been concealed in a hallway over 20 
feet away, was forced out of the trailer home 
by the use of tear gas approximately 40 minutes 
later. 


New Mexico 


Attempting to arrest a robbery suspect 
on September 10, a patrolman with the 
Albuquerque Police Department was shot and 
killed. The unarmed officer, who was not in 
uniform, had been giving an evening speech to a 
‘group of women in the community when advised 
by a citizen of the nearby robbery. Using 
his personal motorcycle, the 36-year-old 
patrolman with 7 years of law enforcement 
experience pursued the thief, who was on foot, 
and caught up with him near his getaway car. 
After encountering the male, the victim was 
shot twice, once in the neck and once in the 
chest with a .38-caliber weapon.’ The slayer 
of the officer escaped the scene and is still 
at large. 


Pennsylvania 


On September. 26, while pursuing a 
robbery suspect, an officer with the 
Philadelphia Police Department was shot and 
killed. Witnesses informed a passing two- 
officer patrol unit that a male subject had 
knocked down a.72-year-+old female and robbed 
her of her purse. Officers advised by radio 
that they were pursuing the male, and as they 
were running across a vacant lot, they were 
fired upon by the subject wielding a 
-32-caliber handgun. The 25-year-old victim 
officer was struck in the chest and back, but 
returned fire before falling. During the 
exchange of gunfire, the victim's partner was 
also wounded and the 30-year-old assailant was 
killed. Two hours after the incident the 
victim officer, with 3 years of law enforcement 
service, died during surgery. 


Puerto Rico 


During a gun battle with suspected 
robbers, a patrol officer with the Police of 
Puerto Rico was shot and killed. In the 
‘early morning of September 3, the 29-year-old 
victim was dispatched to.a residence in Ponce 
after the occupant reported men masquerading 
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woman's parents. 


as police officers were attempting to gain. 
entrance to his home. Upon his arrival at ‘the 
house, gunfire erupted and the officer, who 
had 6 years of law enforcement experience, was 
shot in the head with a .38-caliber handgun. 
Subsequently, three males, aged 40, 31, and 29, 
were arrested in connection with the officer's 


' murder. 
OCTOBER 
California 


A 3l~year~-old officer with the Oxnard 
Police Department was slain on October 7 after 
responding to a domestic disturbance call. The 
victim and a second officer responded in 
separate cars to the residence of a female 
who reported she was beaten by her husband. 
They were met by the woman and were conversing; 
with her in the dwelling's yard when her 
husband approached. Armed with a..357-magnum 
handgun, the 64-year-old male made a brief 
remark to the officers and then opened fire 
with the weapon. The 7-year veteran officer 
suffered a fatal shot to the abdomen, directly 
below the protective vest he was wearing. 
Returning fire, the officers fatally wounded 
the assailant. who had a history of violent 
behavior and alcoholism. At the time of his 
slaying, the victim officer was accompanied by 
his wife, who was participating in an 
authorized ridealong program. 


Georgia 


e 


After arriving at a residence to 
serve commitment papers and transport a female 
to a state hospital on the morning of 
October 28, a lieutenant with the Decatur County 
Sheriff's Department was knifed to death. While 
the lieutenant: and his deputy partner were at 
the. residence, they waited for the female to 
obtain her belongings. To be sure she could 
not acquire a weapon or exit the rear door, the 
two officers were in the kitchen area with the 
When. they. saw the 38-yéar-old. 
come out of her bedroom and go toward the 
living room, the lieutenant followed her. 
Suddenly the lieutenant Was observed to step 
backward with his hands raised and then fall to 
the floor. The 56-year-old veteran with 20°°-°°” 
years of law enforcement experience had been 
fatally stabbed in the chest. After struggling 
with the woman, the deputy eventually subdued 


-and handcuffed the female. 


Kentucky 


: A 9~year veteran trooper with the 
Kentucky State Police was shot on the evening 
of September 16. while assisting other officers 
at a domestic disturbance situation in 
Pike County. The 53-year-old subject had 
allegedly shot his wife and was holding..two 
small children as hostages when the officers 
arrived. Failing to secure the suspect's 
surrender after hours of negotiation during 
which periodic shots were fired at them, the 


‘officers positioned themselves at various 


locations surrounding the house in an attempt 
to gain entrance into the residence. As a 

detective was attempting a quick look through 
the open front door, a shot was fired and the 


officer was struck in the head. He was 

removed from the porch while given support 
cover by the other officers. When tear gas 

was fired into the residence, another shot 

was fired and a bullet from a .22-caliber 

rifle penetrated. the outside kitchen wall of 
the dwelling and struck the victim trooper in 
the lower abdomen. After a period of time, the 
officers were finally able to reach the bedroom 
where the children were being held and the : 
Male suspect disarmed and the children rescued. 
As a result of his wound, the 30-year-old 
trooper died on October 1. The suspect was 
charged with his murder. 


Missouri 


. Shortly before midnight on October 16, 
a patrolman with the Reeds Spring Police 
Department was ambushed as he sat alone in his 
patrol car. Investigation indicates that two 
men, after observing. the officer driving his 
cruiser, obtained a shotgun and -seught out the 
patrolman, who was parked outside the city hail 
of. this small rural town. As one,,male drove 
the suspects' vehicle along side the police car, 
the passenger reportedly fired a 20~gauge 
shotgun at the patrolman through the closed 
cruiser window. The 33-year-old victim, who 
had 5 years of law enforcement experience, was 
struck once in the head at close range. His 
body was discovered about.8 o'clock the 
following morning. Two males, aged 32 and 34, 
were arrested 4 days later and charged with 
murder. The alleged killer had been arrested 
by the victim officer 3 days before the slaying. 


Texas 


A 33-year-old detective with the 
Houston Police Department was slain on the night 
of October 2. While riding .in an unmarked 
police unit, the officer had stopped for a 
traffic signal when the driver of a taxicab 
pulled up behind the unit and began blowing the 
horn. Having pulled across ‘the intersection, 
the officer stopped his vehicle and approached 
the cab on foot. Although the officer was not 
in uniform nor wearing a coat, he had on his 
badge and was wearing a belt beeper and service 
weapon in his right rear waistband. When the 
‘L2-year ‘veteran-officer-reached the driver's 
side of the cab, he was fatally shot in the 
chest with a .32-caliber handgun. A witness 
to the incident immediately advised the police 
department of the shooting using the victim's 
car radio. Approximately 30 minutes later, a 
35-year-old male suspect was apprehended. 


On October 5, a 25-year-old trooper 
with the Texas Department of Public: Safety was 
working alone on patrol in the southeast 
part of Lubbock County. Shortly before 
11:30 p.m., the trooper observed a late model 
automobile traveling at approximately 100 miles 
per hour on a highway between Lubbock and 
Slaton. Pursuing and stopping the vehicle a 
few hundred feet inside the city limits of 
Slaton, the trooper placed the driver in his 
patrol vehicle. -While in the process of 


running checks on the vehicle, its driver and 
occupants, and a handgun found in the vehicle, 
the driver was able to recover the weapon, 
a..357 magnum. Jumping out of the patrol 


vehicle, the subject fired one shot from about _ 
2 or 3 feet and struck the 5-year veteran 
trooper in the face just under the right eye. 
The 21-year-old assailant left the scene 
immediately but was captured on October 7 in 
Liberal, Kansas. He was subsequently convicted 
for capital murder.and sentenced to life - 
imprisonment. ; 


Virginia 

An off-duty deputy with the Stafford 
County Sheriff's Department was shot and killed 
at the scene of a domestic disturbance 
occurring in the first hour of October 9. 
Hearing the radio transmission of an officer 
requesting. assistance at a local residence, the 
25-year-old deputy with 5 years of law 
enforcement experience was among those responding 


‘since he was acquainted with the subject who was 


reportedly causing the disturbance. Investi- 
gation indicates the 26-year-old male had 
quarréled with his girlfriend, and becoming 
enraged, had pulled some wires from her car 
which was parked in front of his home. After 
returning-to his house, where according to his. 
father he would have access to firearms, the 
suspect again came outside. He was carrying a 
club in his back pocket, and refused to allow 
anyone near him or to permit the girl to leave. 
The victim, who had gone to school with the 
subject, tried to calm him down and was 
succeeding in his efforts when the subject's 
father lunged for his son in an attempt to 
disarm him of the club. Ina struggle with 
his father and officers’trying to seize him, | 
the male broke free. and ran up. the driveway. 
Unaware a 12-gauge shotgun was propped against . 
a corner of the house, officers pursued the 
male, who reached the weapon and allegedly 
fired upon them. The victim deputy was struck 
in the chest at close range. The. male 
subsequently surrendered to deputies at the 
scene. 


NOVEMBER 
Connecticut 


While conversing with a traffic 
violator on the afternoon of November 28, a - 
patrolman with the Bridgeport Police Department 
was shot and killed. The officer, who was in 
his police vehicle, apparently had observed a 
vehicle operated by a lone male run a red light 
at an intersection and proceeded to follow. the 
violator. After traveling a. short distance, 
the suspect vehicle turned into an apartment 
parking lot, where the male exited the ; 
automobile. Meanwhile, the officer parked his 
vehicle on the street. and then walked to the 
parking area where he and the subject were seen 
talking to each other. Tae officer was next 
observed lying on the ground and the subject 
fleeing in his vehicle. The 33-year-old 
officer, with 11 years of law enforcement 
experience, died of a single wound to the 
right rear base of the skull. It is believed 
he was killed with his own .38-caliber service 
weapon which is still missing. No one has 
been charged with the officer's murder. 


Florida 


A 9-year veteran officer with the 
North Miami Police Department was slain on 
November 5. The 41-year-old officer was on 
patrol when he responded to assist a fellow 
officer who had stopped a vehicle bearing stolen 
tags. Reportedly, the driver of the stopped 
vehicle fled into a heavily wooded area and 
was pursued, on foot, by the victim officer. 
After shots were heard from within the densely 
overgrown area, the victim was found mortally 
wounded in the chest. His service weapon 
had been fired five times. Later that sanie 
day, a 32-year-old male suspect was captured 
in another section of the wooded area after 
being tracked by dogs. He has been charged 
with. the officer's murder. The suspect wore 
a handcuff on one wrist and was suffering from 
a gunshot wound at the time of his apprehension. 
The officer had been shot with a .25-caliber 
handgun. 


. Georgia 


A 32-year-old deputy with the Terrell 

County Sheriff's Department was slain on the 
morning of November 11, allegedly by a male 
prisoner he was transporting from the county 
jail. The prisoner was being taken to a 
doctor's office in order to have casts removed 
from his legs which he had broken the previous 
month in an attempt to scale the fence around 
the jail. While returning to the jail from the 
doctor's office, the deputy stopped at the 
residence of the prisoner's girlfriend and 
allowed him a short visit during which the 
girlfriend told the prisoner she never ; 
wanted to see him again. After departing the 
girlfriend's residence, the 36-year-old prisoner 
reportedly produced a knife, which apparently 
was hidden in a leg cast that had not been 
removed, and slashed the deputy's throat. In 
the midst of a struggle for the knife, the 
deputy's vehicle skidded into a tree, and the 
prisoner, who was seated in the front passenger 
seat, obtained the 7-year veteran deputy's 
-357-magnum service weapon. It is believed 

the suspect shot the victim first in the right 
hand and then through the upper left chest, 
later determined to be the fatal wound. 
Leaving the scéné and entering a nearby house, 
the suspect unsuccessfully attempted to take 

a hostage, and then fled to another house. 

He was apprehend at the second dwelling 
‘following the uSe of tear gas. . Investigation 
indicates the girlfriend of the suspect had 
smuggled the knife into the jail when visiting 
the male approximately. 2 weeks earlier. She 
was subsequently charged with aiding in-the . 
escape. 


Indiana e 


An off-duty patrolman with the 
Hammond Police Department, working as a 
part-time security guard at a local motel, was 
slain in the early morning hours of ; 
November 14. After the motel's front door 
buzzer sounded, the 33-year-old officer. admitted 
amale. The officer then walked to the back 
section of the office and informed the female 
desk clerk that someone who wished lodging 
was in the front office. While giving room 
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information, the clerk noticed a second male 
enter the establishment's front door, after which 
the first male produced a handgun. As the two 
men demanded money, the second also displayed 

a firearm. Coming from the back office, the 
victim patrolman became aware of the robbery, 
and, in an attempt to thwart its occurrence, 

drew his weapon. However, before he could 

use the weapon, the patrolman was fired upon 

and struck twice in the chest by .38-caliber 
bullets. The two males fled the scene and are 
still at large. ‘With 7 years of law enforcement 
service, the patrolman died shortly after his 
arrival at a local hospital. 


' Kansas 


On November 8, an officer with the 
Wichita Police Department was shot and 
killed in an unprovoked ambush attack. Driving 
a marked police cruiser, the 24-year-old victim 
and his partner were on patrol in the early 
morning hours. Remaining in their vehicle, the 
officers were conversing with two civilians 
when a male suddenly appeared at the rear of 
the car. He was apparently carrying a pool 
cue case which concealed a 20-gauge shotgun. 
Walking to the driver's window of the police 


. vehicle, the 29-year-old male reportedly 


fired the shotgun at close range, striking the 
victim twice in the back of the head, killing 
him instantly. His partner suffered leg wounds. 
The slain officer, who was wearing protective 
body armor, had less than 2 years of law 
enforcement service. The alleged assailant 

was identified and arrested the following day. 


Louisiana 


During the early morning hours of 


' November 8, the body of a patrolman with the 


New Orleans Police Department was found lying 
in a ditch on a side street. Investigation 
determined that the victim officer had stopped 
two pedestrians suspected of dealing in 
narcotics. While the victim officer was in the 
process of calling for assistance on his 


“portable radio, he approached the suspects on 


foot and was shot once in the neck witha 
-38-caliber handgun. On November 13 in 
connection with the victim's murder, officers 
with the New Orleans Police Department attempted 
to serve arrest and search warrants during raids 
at two separate residences. In both incidents, 
the officers were fired upon. and their return 
gunfire killed both suspects, aged 27 and 26. 
The 23-year-old victim patrolman had nearly 2 
years of law enforcement service. 


New Jersey 


A 58-year-old officer with the 
Newark Police Department was slain during a 
bank robbery on the afternoon of November 28 
While the officer was at a local bank 
transacting personal business on his lunch 
hour, three armed males entered the bank and 
announced the robbery. When the uniformed 
officer identified himself and drew his weapon, 
shots were exchanged between him and one of the 
males. Although the robber was wounded in the 
leg, the officer was wounded in the chest and 
immobilized. Subsequently, the fallen officer 
was shot repeatedly not only with the robber's 


-38-caliber handgun, but with his own service 
weapon... All three males then fled the bank 
taking the officer's service weapon with them. 
The 22-year veteran officer suffered wounds 

to the head, chest, and back. Three suspects 
were later identified, arrested, and charged 
in connection with the incident. The one 
alleged to be the officer's assailant was 

aged 27; his suspected associates were aged 21 
and 16. 


New York 

An officer with the New York City 
Housing Authority Police Department was slain. 
on November 20 after responding to a burglary- 
in-progress dispatch. The 10-year veteran 
officer and his partner, arriving at an | 
apartment building, knocked on the door of the 
apartment where the alleged burglary had been 
reported. After a delay of a few minutes, a 
female opened the door. The officers observed 
a male sitting oh a sofa in the living room, and 
almost instantly, another male stepped from 
behind the door and fired one round from a 

_12-gauge shotgun. The 34-year-old victim 
officer was struck in the head from point-blank 
range. His partner, who was not wounded, 
returned fire before taking cover ina 
stairwell. A 20-year-old male, the alleged 
triggerman, was arrested shortly after the 
incident when he tried to leave the building. 
Two males, aged 23 and 31, succeeded in fleeing 
from the building and escaped in a vehicle. 
Both suspects were apprehended the following 
day. 


North Carolina 


After arresting two brothers for 
a game law violation on Thanksgiving Day, a 
34-year-old law enforcement officer with the 
North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission 
was slain. Investigation indicates the officer 
had taken a 12-gauge shotgun from the males, 
unloaded it, and placed the two under arrest 
when one of the men struck the officer in the 
face and retrieved the shotgun. The officer 
drew his service revolver and-the second 
brother struggled with him. The first brother 
reloaded the shotgun and approached the two. 
who had fallen to. the ground, During an 
exchange of gunfire, both the officer and the 
22-year-old wielding the shotgun were killed,. 
The victim officer, who had over 4 years of 
law enforcement service, suffered a fatal 
wound inflicted by a point-blank shotgun blast 
to the chest. Although he escaped the scene 
uninjured, the other brother, aged 23, was 
apprehended a short time later in Newport News, 
Virginia, and charged with murder. 


Puerto Rico 


Two investigator agents on special 
assignment with the Police of Puerto Rico died 
on November 12 while attempting to arrest three 
robbery suspects. The plainclothes officers, 
traveling in an unmarked vehicle, were returning 
to the police station when they apparently 
observed the suspects commandeer a postal 
vehicle. With two of the males inside the 
truck with its driver and the third following 
in a car, both vehicles proceeded to a housing 


project about a mile away. Having followed the 


‘ suspects to the housing project, the agents 


apprehended them there and placed them in their 
patrol unit. After the officers instructed 
the postal employee to follow them in his | 
truck to. the police station, the unmarked 
police vehicle began Moving when suddenly 
gunfire erupted inside the cay. One agent, 
34 years old with 11 years of law enforcement 
service, was shot in the front upper torso, 
and the other, 35 years old with 13 years of 
law enforcement service, was shot in the back 
of the head. Both were slain with handguns, 
calibers. unknown. Subsequently, two males, 
aged 24 and 28, were arrested in connection 
with the shooting deaths, while a third is 
currently in fugitive status. 


Texas 
phat S 


During an attempt to assist another 
officer in apprehending two suspicious males, 
a‘corporal with the Hedwig Village Police 
Department was shot and killed. On November 2 ° 
in the very early morning hours, the males 
were seen lurking near a toy store in a local 
shopping. center. When an officer tried to 
question the two, they fled on foot and were 
observed by the 32-year-old corporal who gave 
chase. Other Hedwig officers in the area, also 
involved in the chase, heard several shots 
being fired near a warehouse located in ‘the 
back lot of the shopping center. In that 
section of the parking lot, the ll-year veteran 


officer was discovered lying on the ground. 


He had been shot twice in the head, once in 
the arm, and once in the groin with a 
9-millimeter handgun. Four days later, a 
21-year-old male suspect was arrested in 
connection with the incident. 


DECEMBER 
Alabama 


Shortly after noon on December 25, 
an officer with the Birmingham Police Department 
was slain. The 8-year veteran officer had 
stopped a vehicle matching the description of 
one used in a robbery of a convenience store'a 
few minutes. earlier.. The..officer,-working- 
alone, had radioed for assistance before shots 
were fired from the vehicle occupied by two ~ 
males. The 34-year-old officer was fatally 
shot in the upper chest with a -38-caliber 
handgun. Two suspects, aged 28 and 21, were 
subsequently apprehended and charged with the 
officer's murder. 


California 


A S-year veteran officer with the 
San Fernando Police Department was discovered 
lying injured in the street by a backup officer. 
He died from gunshot wounds approximately 2 j 
hours later. Alone on vehicular patrol in the 
early morning hours of Necember 24, the victim 
asked for a rebroadcast of the description of 
a suspect involved in an earlier armed robbery. 
Requesting assistance, he advised he was 
stopping to question a male pedestrian fitting 
that description. When another officer 
responded to his location, he found the 
30-year-old officer. Investigation determined 
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the victim had been felled by six shots fired 
from a 9-millimeter handgun into his front 
upper -torso and legs. The officer's patrol car 
was missing; however, a Los Angeles Police 
Department air unit spotted the abandoned 
police vehicle about 9 miles from the scene of 
the shooting. Approximately 1 month later, a 
26-year-old male *was apprehended in connection 
with the officer's murder. 


Florida 


Upon responding to an apparently 
contrived man-with-g report, a 12-year veteran 
patrolman with the bdytons Beach Police 
Department was ambushed on December 25.. The 
34-year-old officer and three others were met 
at an apartment house by a male who led them 
to the dwelling where shots had allegedly been 
fired. Upon entering a small bedroom, the man 
who was leading the way dove onto a bed and 
reached for a handgun. As the victim officer 
drew his service weapon and ordered the male 
to halt, a closet door. opened, and from inside, 
a second male fired at the officers with a 
-357-magnum handgun; two officers were wounded. 
In. the officers’ return fire, the 35-year-old 
assailant was shot and killed. The 28-year-old 
male, who allegedly led the officers into the 
trap, was apprehended and charged with murder. 
Suffering a fatal wound to the heart, the 
victim patrolman died at the scene. The other 
wounded officer recovered. 


Georgia 


On the morning of December 14, an 
officer with the Fulton County Police Department 
was slain upon responding to a silent alarm 
at a precious metals exchange. Arriving in 
separate patrol units, the victim officer 


and a second officer were entering an open 


door of the establishment when they were met 

by gunfire. The victim officer was shot three 
times in the head with a .38-caliber handgun. 
The second officer was wounded twice in the leg, 
but has recovered from her wounds. Able to 
escape the shooting scene with the second 
officer's service weapon, the unidentified 
suspect remains at large. The. 22-year-old: 
victim officer-had- less than a-year-of- law 
enforcement service. 


Illinois 


A 23-year-old Rockford Police 
Department patrolman with over 2 years of law 
enforcement service was. shot and killed upon 
responding to a reported theft. Shortly after 
midnight on December 31, the officer received 
instructions from the radio dispatcher to report 
to a local tavern regarding the theft of a 
woman's purse. Upon arrival outside the tavern, 
the officer observed a male, whom he believed 
to be the thief, fleeing on foot. Immediately 
notifying the dispatcher of the suspect's 
description, the patrolman gave chase and 
caught the male. A-struggle ensued, and during 
the altercation, the male managed to obtain 
the victim's .357-magnum service weapon. The 
officer, although wearing a protective vest, 
was shot once in the head. After reportedly 
entering his vehicle parked nearby, the 
30-year-old suspect was apprehended by a 
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“responding officer. 


and disturbing the peace. 


The victim patrolman's 
weapon was allegedly recovered from the 
suspect's vehicle at the time of the arrest. 


Indiana 


On the morning of December ll, a 
19-year veteran sergeant with the Indianapolis 
Police Department was shot and killed. The 
sergeant, along with five other officers, went 
to a residence to serve a bank robbery warrant. 
Upon arrival, the other officers surrounded 
the dwelling. The victim sergeant knocked on 
the front door, identified himself, and requested 
the door be opened. When no response was 
received, the sergeant attempted to force the 
barricaded entrance, but before it could. be 
fully opened, he was shot with an M-15 semi- | 
automatic riflé. Wounded in the stomach, the 
44-year-old officer fell to the ground and was 
thereafter shot another four or five times. 
Other officers on the scene returned fire; and 
four suspects, two males and two females, 
subsequently surrendered. A fifth, the 
36-year-old alleged assailant, was found wounded 
inside the residence after a SWAT team fired 
tear gas into the building. 


Massachusetts 


On December 10, a 30-year veteran 
sergeant with the Milford Police Department was 
shot and killed while escorting a bank employee. 
Reportedly, two male suspects had planned a 
robbery in the vicinity of the shooting. At 
the time of the incident, the 61-year-old 
officer was accompanying a bank employee who 
was making a transaction between two banks 
located directly across the street from each 
other. Allegedly, the males drove into the 
bank parking lot, yelled at the officer, and 
opened fire without further warning. Approxi- 
mately six shots were fired at the victim 
officer, with two from a .223-caliber rifle 
striking him in the shoulder and abdomen. 
Approximately 1 1/2 hours later, the victim 
succumbed to his injuries during surgery. 
Through joint investigation conducted by 
Federal, state, and city law enforcement 
agencies, two male suspects, aged 39 and 27, 


were apprehended by state: police -in- Westmoreland, . 


New York, the following day. Two 22-year-old 
females and a 24-year-old female were also 
arrested and charged as accessories in 
connection with the murder. 


While attempting to serve misdemeanor 
warrants on a 71-year-old male, a Rankin County | 
constable was shot and killed on the night of 
December 15. The constable, who was known 
by the male named on the warrants, and the. 
Town Marshal of Puckett arrived at the male's 
residence to arrest him for public drunkenness 
As the 35-year-old 
uniformed constable was approaching the house, 
the male allegedly shot him in the chest with 
a 12-gauge shotgun from a distance of 
approximately 25 feet. In response, the male 
was wounded by the town marshal, and taken 
into. custody. The victim constable had 5 
years of law enforcement service, 


New Jersey 


- On December 22, an officer with the 
Port Authority Police of New York and New Jersey 
was slain in Jersey City. Returning from a court 
appearance, the ll-year law enforcement 
veteran.was aboard a transit train when he 
reportedly asked a male passenger to lower the 
' volume on a stereo radio that he was playing 
loudly. . According to witnesses, the 
32-year-old officer and the passenger spoke 
briefly and then left the train when it stopped 
at a station. At the station, the ,two 
apparently engaged in a struggle during which 
the victim officer, who was wearing a protective 
vest, was fatally shot in the chest. with a 
-38-caliber handgun. Allegedly, the assailant 
fled on foot with the officer's service 
weapon, stole a vehicle taking its driver 
hostage, and robbed a parking lot attendant 
before escaping. Subsequently, a 21-year-ola 
male was arrested and charged in connection 
with the incident. ; 


New. York 


On the evening of December 5, a 
criminal investigator with the New York State 
Police was slain in Corning while working 
undercover surveillance with his’ partner. 
Following a drug transaction, the two officers 
were in an unmarked patrol unit following the 
vehicle of two suspects. In an attempt to avoid. 
the surveillance, the subjects’ reportedly pulled 
their vehicle into the police cruiser causing 
a minor collision. As their vehicle stopped, 
the 35-year-old officer and his partner were 
immediately struck by blasts. from a 12-gauge 
double-barreled shotgun allegedly fired from 
the subjects' auto. The victim was fatally 
wounded in the back, but his injured partner 
was able to return fire and radio for assistance 
Two suspects, who were brothers aged 30 and 33, 
were arrested by responding officers. They were 
charged with first-degree Murder in connection 
with the 7-year veteran officer's slaying. 


- A 15-year veteran officer with the 
New York City Police Department died on 
December 24 as a result of gunshot wounds 
. Suffered on December 15. 
in the 42-year-old officer's death occurred 
after he and his partner responded to a 
burglary-in-progress ‘call. Near the scene of 
the alleged burglary, the officers encountered 
two males who upon questioning bolted and ran. 
The victim officer followed one, while his 
partner pursued the other. Before the partner 
could apprehend the male he was chasing, he 
heard two gunshots, returned to the place the 
pursuit began, and found the victim officer 
lying wounded. The officer had been shot in 
the chest and stomach with a -44-magnum handgun. 
A male suspect has been arrested and charged 
with the officer's murder. : 


Pennsylvania 


While making a traffic stop on the 
afternoon of December 4, the Chief of Police 
of Saxonburg was slain. Upon approaching the 
violator in a feed store's parking lot and 
requesting his driver's license, the chief 
apparently noticed a gun and some burglary tools 


The. incident. resulting... 


in the stopped vehicle. Investigation indicates 
the violator then produced a handgun, disarmed 
the chief, and took him to the rear of an 
unoccupied house next to the parking lot. ‘There 
the 3l-year-old chief was. struck in the back of 
the head, but managed to struggle with his 
assailant. During the struggle, shots fired 
from the male's .25-caliber handgun wounded 

the chief in the.chest and also injured the 
subject. The male suspect then struck the 

chief several more times causing deep wounds 

in the head and face area. ‘Before leaving the 
scene, the male went to the police. vehicle 


-where he apparently ripped out the microphone, — 


removed the top page from the chief's note pad, 
and took: the keys to the police cruiser. The 
chief, with 8 years of law enforcement 
experience, was pronounced dead at a local 
hospital. A driver's license was found at 
the crime scene, but the assailant is still 
at large and has been added to the FBI's 
"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" list. | 

: : 
The body of a corporal with the Erie 
Police Department was found at approximately 
1:45 a.m. on December 29 near an industrial 
area where numerous burglaries had occurred. 


A civilian, who was walking his dog, notified 


the police department after discovering the 
officer's marked patrol unit with the engine. 
unning and the driver's door open. Also, 

he observed the victim's service weapon, 
handcuffs, and lighted flashlight lying ona 
roadway. Responding officers subsequently 
found the officer lying in close proximity to 
his patrol unit. He had been shot once at 


‘close range in.the left side.of his chest with 


his .357-magnum service weapon. No suspects 
have been identified in the killing of the 
40-year-old officer, who had 9 years of law 
enforcement service. ‘ 

@ 


Puerto Rico 


‘While on special assignment. in 
Guaynabo, a. 22-year-old officer with the 
Police of Puerto Rico was slain in an ambush. 
As part of a crime prevention effort, the 
officer and his partner were in plainclothes 
and were patrolling a commercial district on 
foot.-when,- without warning, -they- were fired: ~~~ 
upon from a passing vehicle. Both officers 
were wounded, the victim officer in the forehead 
and his partner in the arm. The following day, 
December 14, the victim officer died of his. 
injuries, which were inflicted by a .32-caliber 
handgun. No suspects have been developed. 
The victim officer had over. two years of law 
enforcement service. ; 


Texas 


A 26-year-old patrolman having 2 
years of service with the Amarillo Police 
Department was shot and killed on December 25. 
The officer stopped a vehicle occupied by four 
males to issue a citation for driving while 
intoxicated. When the patrolman was attempting - 
to handcuff the stopped vehicle's driver, a 


‘struggle ensued and the officer called for 


assistance on the radio he carried on his belt. 
During the struggle, three of the subjects 


‘allegedly held the officer, who was wearing a 


protective vest, while a fourth obtained his 


48 


, 


-357-magnum service handgun. The patrolman 
was shot in the abdomen, shoulder, and head. 
Following the shooting, two of the subjects 
reportedly attempted to flee in the patrol car, 
but they subsequently ran the vehicle into a 
ditch and fled on foot. The other two subjects 
escaped in their own vehicle. The following 
day two suspects were apprehended. by the 
Amarillo Police Department; two others were 
subsequently arrested by the Dumas Police § » 
Department. . The males, aged 17, 19, 21, and 
23, were charged with the officer's murder. 
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